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*Congregation standing as able.                                           Bold is spoken by the congregation. 

Chiming of the Hour 

Welcome, Concerns, and Celebrations of the Church  

Prelude Morning Has Broken Cat Stevens 

Introit (11:00) Do You Hear God’s World Sing Cherub Choir 

  Alleluias Cherub Choir 

*Call to Worship 

You have found favor in my sight, 

says the Lord; 

I know you by name. 

Show us Your glory. 

My presence will go with you, 

and I will give you rest. 

Where You are is our rest! 

*Prayer of the Day 

We come before You today, O God, 

to worship You in Your holy splendor. 

Our hearts tremble before You, 

mindful of Your goodness and mercy. 

Show us Your glory, we pray. 

Reveal Your presence with us 

that we may be strengthened and sustained, 
Continue on next page 

Morning Worship Service 
Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 

October 18, 2026  9:00 & 11:00 A.M 

“Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.”  

- Matthew 22:21b 



now and for the journey to come; 

in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

*Hymn of Praise       For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 
(see insert) 
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Minute for Stewardship  Heather Crotwell 

Call to Confession 

God does not regard us with partiality, 

but with the grace of Christ Jesus 

deals with each of us according to our need. 

With gratitude for this amazing grace, 

let us confess our sin.  

Prayer of Confession  

What a debt we owe to You, O God. 

You have given us all things in Christ 

and yet we withhold from You 

the honor and glory that is Yours. 

Instead we pay tribute to empire, 

plot to entrap the innocent, 

mock Your truth with empty praise, 

and put Your patience to the test. 

Forgive us, O God, and by Your grace 

restore us in the image of Your face; 

through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Time of Silent Confession) 

Assurance of Pardon   

Let the heavens be glad, 

and let the earth rejoice! 

(Congregation Please Sing) Kyrie       

American folk hymn arr. Richard Proulx 
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Let the sea roar with laughter, 

the fields shout in celebration, 

and the forests sing with joy; 

for in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 

*Response No. 579                                  Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

The Baptism of Delaney Green Johnston (11:00) 

Baptismal Hymn (11:00)  
  I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry John Ylvisaker 

Prayer for Illumination  

Unison Reading  Psalm 96 

O sing to the Lord a new song; 

    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord; bless his name; 

    tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

    his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 

    he is to be revered above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

    but the Lord made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him; 

    strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 

    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

    bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in holy splendor; 

    tremble before him, all the earth. 
Continue on next page 
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Say among the nations, “The Lord is king! 

    The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 

    He will judge the peoples with equity.” 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

    let the sea roar and all that fills it; 

    let the field exult and everything in it. 

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

    before the Lord, for he is coming, 

    for he is coming to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness 

    and the peoples with his truth. 

Children’s Sermon   

New Testament Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10   Pew Bible, pg. 203 

Gospel Reading Matthew 22:15-22 Pew Bible, pg. 24 

Sermon “Caesar’s” Rev. John Brock 

*Statement of Faith — from The Confession of 1967 

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the 

pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the 

common life of all people. His service to men and women commits the church 

to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the church 

sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of 

persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s 

judgment on the inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful 

consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the 

risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s 

renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The 

church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its 

action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.  Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

*Hymn of Affirmation This Is My Father’s World  TERRA BEATA 
(see insert) 
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Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Great are you, Lord, 

and greatly to be praised. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory All Things Bright and Beautiful John Rutter 

*Doxology No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication     

All honor and majesty, strength and beauty 

are Yours, Almighty God, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

Let these simple offerings we bring 

be a sign of the great glory 

that is due to Your holy name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn Go to the World! SINE NOMINE 
(see insert) 

Postlude Gavotte from French Suite #5 J. S. Bach 

*Benediction 
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 

Are you looking for a church home? If so, please speak to our minister following                 

worship or email him at pastor@firstprestupelo.org. 

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Ritual of friendship — Members and Visitors: Please sign the attendance register                      

and pass it down your pew.  Please read the names, greet one another, and meet new members 

and visitors. 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of God and in loving memory 

of Dr. Malcolm & Beth McAuley with love from their children, Mac & Dawn McAuley, Jim & 

Kim McAuley, Robert & Michelle McAuley, Alex & Marybeth Ross, and their grandchildren. 

All children are welcome in worship! Children’s activity bags and special bulletins are 

available for all ages and are located with our regular worship bulletins in the Narthex. Nursery 

care is available for newborns through four-year-olds. Please ask an usher for directions to the 

nursery if you are visiting for the first time. After the Children’s Sermon, preschoolers and 

kindergarteners are invited to attend "Wee Kirk.”  This is a time of fun childcare with age-

appropriate songs and games.  

Children in first through fifth grade are invited to join our Sunday version of 

Faithbuilder’s during our Sunday service every 2nd and 4th Sunday. We meet after the 

children’s sermon for  a fun and engaging time of learning about the structure of our 

church service, with activities to help kids grow in their understanding and participation in 

worship. If your child attends, you can pick them up in the gym area after the service. 

The service is live streamed and available for viewing on YouTube.com by those unable to 

be with us this morning. Search firstprestupelo. We also invite you to visit our website at 

www.firstprestupelo.org. 

Leading the worship service today: Rev. John Brock, Dr. Bob Taylor, Dr. Ray Harris  

Liturgists: 9:00: Lucy Nash 

       11:00: Rud Robison 

Greeters:  9:00:  Sarah Hardison, Elise & Jordan Alexander 

        11:00:   Anne & Chris Kramer, Margaret Parker, Judy Thomas 

mailto:pastor@firstprestupelo.org


Upcoming Events and Announcements 

Our weekly Bible study will be taking a break until Tuesday, November 10. We will begin 

studying the book of Proverbs when Bible Study resumes.  

For October 25, our scr ipture passages will be from Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Psalm 90:1-6, 

13-17, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, and Matthew 22:34-46. 

Our Wednesday night supper and program will take place in the Fellowship 

Hall on Wednesday, October 21, at 5:30 P.M. The Foundry (spiritual care 

center, rooted in Jesus) will present our program. The menu includes BBQ 

Sandwiches, Baked Beans, Potato Salad, a full Salad Bar, Rolls, & Dessert. On 

the Kids' Menu, we will serve Pizza this week. Adults are $10/person, kids (12 & under) are 

$5/person, and there is a $40 maximum per family. The kids’ menu is available to ages 13+ at 

adult pricing. Please specify when making your reservation. Sign up by noon on Tuesday by 

scanning the QR code or by calling the church office at 662-842-5681. 

We’re still working on our Operation Christmas Child Campaign! Boxes are available in the 

church library. As you pack your Operation Christmas Child shoebox, remember that every 

box will be received by an individual child. Consider including something special such as a 

favorite toy, small stuffed animal, ball, craft item, or other “wow” gift. You may also include a 

personal note or photo from your family. Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive 

your gift. Prefer to help another way? Monetary donations will allow our youth to shop for and 

pack additional shoeboxes. Cash may be placed in an envelope labeled for Operation 

Christmas Child, or checks may be wr itten with “OCC” in the memo/for line.  Completed 

shoeboxes should be returned to the church by Sunday, November 15. Contact Morgan Ricks 

or Anne Kramer with questions.  

 Prayers for this Week  
Cancer Treatment: Emily Barber, Margaret Murphey 
Homebound: Ruby Kathryn Patterson, David Pr ice, Gladys Wilson 
College Students: Afton Gable, Maggie Gibens, Lindley Gibens 
Service Members: Patr ick Hastings, Andrew Ray 

Attendance Last Sunday 
9:00 A.M.:  54      11:00 A.M.:  105 

Stewardship Update 
Weekly Budget: $22,106    Amount Received 10/11/26: $6,575 

YTD Budgeted Income: $884,240    YTD Income Received: $841,445 
11 











The Mission of First Presbyterian Church is to: 

Learn the Word of God in worship and study. 

Live the Word of God in our homes and communities. 

Lead others to the Word of God in love. 

The Session 

Rev. John Brock, Moderator 

Lisa Nichols, Clerk of the Session 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 

Rev. John Brock, Pastor 

Melissa McDuffie, Director of Youth and Christian Education 

Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music 

Dr. Ray Harris, Organist 

Jeff Nock, Audio/Visual Technician 
Claire Leeke, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs 

Dr. Kathy McMurry, Treasurer 

Cindy Faucette, Church Librarian 

MJ Whitt, Church Secretary 

Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary 

Penny O’Quinn, Morning Receptionist 

Lucy Wells, Afternoon Receptionist 

Ricky Kimbrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus 

Class of 2027 

Heather Crotwell 

Amanda Davis 

Beth Anne Ellzey 

Mac Godwin 

Mary Margaret Gratz 

Debra Robison 

Liz Rose 

Class of 2028 

Jim Bruce 

Tatum Collins 

Lee Herman 

Trey Phyfer 

Buddy Stubbs 

Virginia Toliver 

Kathy Wallace 

Class of 2029 

Richard Hastings 

Jimmy Milam 

Curtis Monts 

Mary Ellis Pace 

Margaret Parker 

Daintry Thomas 

Al Wallace 


