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A Newsletter for the Congregation and Friends of First Presbyterian Church, Tupelo, MS | :

As many of you know, I have been teaching a New and Prospective Member class during the
month of April. We spent three weeks discussing Presbyterian Theology, Worship and
Sacraments, and Presbyterian Polity. In many ways, however, these things are intertwined. For
example, the way we govern ourselves, our polity, derives completely from what we believe

about God and people. The way we worship (especially the order of worship) and our §

sacraments come out of our theology as well, especially our connection to the idea of sola
scriptura: Scripture alone should point our way of doing things.

These three topics, theology, worship, and sacraments, along with polity, help combine to create
who we are as Presbyterians. And these things lead into this note my mother found that my dad
wrote sometime 20-30 years ago, which I think is a good summation of our New and
Prospective member class.

“Walk into a Presbyterian church and what do you find?
1.a sense of majesty in worship
2.a strong tradition for preaching
3.shared leadership
4.strong education
5.church bulletins that call attention to community
6.prayer of confession stressing the priesthood of all believers.”

Now I am not sure of where these notes came from. Were they his own thoughts? Was he at
some meeting where these things were discussed? Were they his notes from a book? I really

__J don’t know, but I think it's so true about the Presbyterian Church and especially about FPC,

Tupelo. And it all comes from our theology, worship, sacraments, and polity.

Number one connects to the Reformed idea of the sovereignty of God. Two comes from our
Confessions, where it is stated, “The preaching of the Word of God is the Word of God” (5.004).
Number three is our polity, which comes from the idea that power corrupts, and so we share
leadership so no one person is tempted to power. Four derives from our idea of using scripture

alone to decide how to live. And to do that, people must be able to read and understand §

scripture, so we have always emphasized education. Five comes to us through the ideas of
working in the world, which happens when we work together. Six reminds us that we are called
to a higher calling by being a follower of Christ.

I hope we, as a congregation, will continue to live into our calling to create a church where
people see these six things when they come through the door, and I hope that through the Holy
Spirit, we can live these callings out.

Grace and Peace to You,
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Sundafy, *Mayﬁ
-&Q, Serv1ces at 9:00A.M. & 11: OO A M
§  Sunday School at 2.0 OO A M

\ Our YouTube Channel

L,‘_

Scripture Lesson
Sunday’s d
v Ch11dren S Bulletlns - BHllEtln Children’s Bulletins
7 Ages3 & Up 4 T Ages7 & Up

5

CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE CALENDAR!

Click the calendar to see everything happening at FPC!



https://www.youtube.com/@firstprestupelo8644/streams
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2067%3B%20John%2014%3A23-29%3B%20Acts%2016%3A9-15%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVUE
https://firstprestupelo.org/index.php/calendar/
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/5.3.26-Childrens-Bulletin-3up.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BULLETIN-5-3-26-Youth-Sunday-recovered.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/5.3.26-Childrens-Bulletin-7up.pdf
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*In memory of Phyllis Hawkins
Harper by her children,
grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren. (Bulb Fund)

*In appreciation of the magnificent
Easter Music from Joe & Beverly

Chappell. (Music Fund)

bl

xcited 10 announce that JIM

We are €
SEILERiS CANCER—FREE‘.‘.‘.‘.
ou
gend your love to Jim, and thank h);S
for all the prayers you putin on

behalf!
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I Two Cents-a-Meal invites
* every member of your @
congregation to prayerfully
contribute a few cents to
help alleviate hunger and
poverty. Ideally,
il contributions come from
“living more simply so that
others may simply live.”
" Participation inisalsoa
_ | commitment to share with
1 others in response to Jesus’
command, “You give them
somethlng to eat.”
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a n~~. -, _,_Q nf{) ,._ f
L J L J A

400 W ]efferson St
Tupelo, MS 38804

The Tower | May 2026 | Page 4 |

.-
P

1

o

=

P e —— .L:




-
| R i v e 7o i —— | =,
- = — e —— 2 A

eetlngs s

¢ C1rc1e 3:-May-4-@-6: 45, .
5 e‘ Ruth Brock’s House

& C1rc1e 24:May 12.@ Noon 3 -
B Frances“Sheffleld"Classroom rp
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Sunday, April 12,
2026

We welcomed

to our church
family!
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