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MaRCH 2026

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE CONGREGATION AND FRIENDS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, TUPELO, MS

WHEN MJ INFORMED ME THAT IT WAS TIME TO WRITE MY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FOR THE MONTH,
[ DECIDED I WOULD TALK ABOUT THE GOOD NEWS AND LENT, SINCE THAT IS WHAT THE SERMON
SERIES THIS YEAR IS ABOUT. HOWEVER, I ALSO DECIDED TO LISTEN TO SOME MUSIC WHILE I WAS
WORKING. SO | GRABBED MY EARBUDS AND ON A WHIM, PUT ON REM’'S AUTOMATIC FOR THE
PEOPLE, AN ALBUM THAT CAME OUT THE MONDAY AFTER MY 18TH BIRTHDAY IN 1392.

[ REMEMBER GOING TO THE OLD WALMART ACROSS THE STREET FROM MY HIGH SCHOOL AFTER
SCHOOL THAT DAY TO GET THE ALBUM, GOING HOME AND PLAYING IT ON MY CD PLAYER SEVERAL
TIMES IN A ROW. EVEN AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, I CAN SING EVERY WORD TO THE ALBUM, OR AT
LEAST EVERY WORD I CAN UNDERSTAND SINCE MICHAEL STIPE, THE LEAD SINGER OF REM, OFTEN
MUMBLES. [ EVEN CLOSED THE DOOR TO MY OFFICE SO THAT I COULD.

THERE'S SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL ABOUT HOW CERTAIN MUSIC OR ART OR SMELLS BRING BACK
SUCH VIVID MEMORIES OF OUR LIVES. AND SO [ AM IN MY OFFICE THIS MORNING TRAVELING
DOWN MEMORY LANE, WHEN THE FOURTH SONG OF THE ALBUM COMES ON. EVERYONE MY AGE
WILL KNOW THE SONG, “EVERYBODY HURTS." AND I THINK THIS SONG IS ONE OF THE BEST
ARGUMENTS [ HAVE FOR WHY PEOPLE SHOULD BE A PART OF A CHURCH.

“IF YOU THINK YOU'VE HAD TOO MUCH
OF THIS LIFE, WELL HANG ON
'CAUSE EVERYBODY HURTS
TAKE COMFORT IN YOUR FRIENDS
EVERYBODY HURTS"

“IF YOU FEEL LIKE YOU'RE ALONE
NO, NO, NO, YOU ARE NOT ALONE
IF YOU'RE ON YOUR OWN IN THIS LIFE
THE DAYS AND NIGHTS ARE LONG
WHEN YOU THINK YOU'VE HAD TOO MUCH
OF THIS LIFE TO HANG ON
WELL, EVERYBODY HURTS SOMETIMES"

[F YOU LOOK UP THE LYRICS ONLINE, IT DOESN'T SAY THIS, BUT IF YOU LISTEN CAREFULLY TO THE
LAST PART OF THE SONG YOU CAN QUIETLY HEAR MICHAEL STIPE SAY, “YOU'RE NOT ALONE.
FRIENDS, IF WE ARE DOING THIS CHURCH THING RIGHT, THAT'S THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL.
WE ARE NOT ALONE. GOD IS WITH US. OUR SIBLINGS IN CHRIST ARE WITH US. WHATEVER WE ARE
GOING THROUGH, WHATEVER WE ARE FACING, WE ARE NOT ALONE. WE ARE LOVED. WE ARE
WANTED. WE ARE ACCEPTED.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

GRace anbp reace TO You,
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1

“'SERVICES AT 9:00 AM. & 11:080 A M.
AT 10:00 AM.

'SUNDAY SCHOQ]

o6

, SUNDAY'S
CHILDREN'S BULLETINS BULLETIN

AGES 3 & UP

CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE CALENDAR!
CLICK THE CALENDAR TO SEE EVERYTHING HAPPENING AT FPC!
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https://www.youtube.com/@firstprestupelo8644/streams
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2067%3B%20John%2014%3A23-29%3B%20Acts%2016%3A9-15%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVUE
https://firstprestupelo.org/index.php/calendar/
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/3.1-Childrens-Bulletin.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/BULLETIN-3-1-26-Second-Sunday-of-Lent-Communion.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/3.1-Childrens-Bulletin.pdf

ONTHLY UPDATES

WeeKLY PRaYeR LIST LET'ERV

CANCER TREATMENT: 'I' TH
GINGER MARK, SCARLETT REEDER,
) : oAt
JIM SEILER
HOMEBOUND:
JOHN GASTON, JOY HYATT, March 5 ST

ST. LUKE'S FOOD HELPING HANDS
BETTY NASH PANTRY VOLUNTEERS
COLLEGE STUDENTS:* AT T:45 AM. AT 9:00 A M.
LucYy GRATZ, OLIVIA HASTING'S, March 17

ARMY

SERVICE MEMBERS: _—
PATRICK HASTINGS, ANDREW RAY

) A

¢” FEBRUARY MEMORIALS, GIFTS, AND HONORARIA ‘\

) “ *IN MEMORY OF JESSE DAVIS FROM DR. & MRS. DAN BRASFIELD. (UNDESIGNATED FUND) A' R |
*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM NEIL & JILL WHITE. (UNDESIGNATED MEMORIAL FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM FPC PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN. (UNDESIGNATED MEMORIAL FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF BETTY HOLLAND, ANNETTE THORNTON, AND JACK PRICE FROM STEVE & LUCY NASH.
(UNDESIGNATED MEMORIAL FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM NANCY H. OWEN. (FLOWER GUILD FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF BETTY HOLLAND, ANNETTE THORNTON, AND JACK PRICE FROM GEORGE & WANDA DENT.
(GUATEMALA WATER MISSION FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON & JACK PRICE FROM SARAH YOUNG. (PASTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND)
*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM LOU ANN & LEROY MCCARTY. (CONGREGATIONAL CARE FUND)

*IN HONOR OF KIM BURLESON, LISA JOHNSON, JULIA MONTS, ALLI MONTS, BESS ROBBINS, AND AUBRE WELLS
FROM MARY & BUDDY STUBBS. (CONGREGATIONAL CARE SHOWER COMMITTEE)
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Glwe Certra Cffeat

TWO0 CENTS-A-MEAL
INVITES EVERY MEMBER
OF YOUR CONGREGATION

TO PRAYERFULLY
CONTRIBUTE A FEW CENTS

TO HELP ALLEVIATE
HUNGER AND POVERTY.
IDEALLY, CONTRIBUTIONS

COME FROM “LIVING MORE
SIMPLY SO THAT OTHERS
MAY SIMPLY LIVE."
PARTICIPATION IN IS ALSO
A COMMITMENT TO SHARE
WITH OTHERS IN

RESPONSE TO JESUg~ ™

COMMAND, “YOU BIVE 3

THEM SOMETHING T0

DATE|TIME
3.4.2026|5:30PM

PROGRAIN: PRAYERS OF THANKS BY JOHIl BROCK

MENU: SIGN UP AS SOON AS

CHICKEN AND BROCCOLI DIVAN POSSIBLE

WITH RICE ON THE SIDE, FRIED
AND GRILLED CHICKEN TENDERS,
HOMESTYLE GREEN BEANS, TATER

TOoTS, MACARONI AND CHEESE,

STRAWBERRY PRETZEL SALAD,
ROLLS, FRESH FRUIT, FULL SALAD

BAR, AND ASSORTED DESSERTS!

$7 PER PERSON
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiEZDtaiPUTvIAn8LwT1qbi6rOReWO0gChWJS57z1MH_WiEw/viewform?usp=header
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THANKS ~ NONE:
BY JOHN BROCK SPRING

BREAK
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 CONFIRMATION
BY JOI—IN BROCK PROGRAM
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Christian Sympathy is extended to the families of Annette Thornton, who

passed away on January 30; Jack Price, who passed away on February 12;
and Lanta Craig, who passed away on December 1. Please keep the families

in your prayers.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 EVELYN 2 BRYAN 3 LORENA 4 GEDORGE 5 ROBIN 6 FULLER
!
PARKER ELLIS PHYFER SEILER FAUCETTE ALVAREZ
CROXTON OLIVER INGRAM
KAILAN
REYNOLDS

HENRY SEILER

8 MARY TAYLOR 9 HELEN 1 0 ToM 11 ARYANNA 12 MarTHA 1 3 CINDY 14 Joun
RAY BOERNER BILLUPS PHYFER MCDONALD FAUCETTE MARTIN
15 LEE PRYOR 16 MORGAN 17 DaviD 18 GENIE ALICE 19 EMMA 2( SANDRA M. 21 MaRry
CALDWELL RICKS CARLISLE BRUCE MCDUFFIE HAZARD MARGARET
CHRIS BILL GRATZ
CURTIS DICKERSON, JR. JIM SEILER
LEIGHTON OLIVER EDNA SUE
GIBENS GRISHAM WHITE
292 LELAND 23 BOBBY D4 RENEE 25 MICHAEL 26 GRACIE D7 AURORA 28
COUNCE DALE SULLIVAN- BLAKELY WALLACE GODWIN
LYNNE MINOR GONZALEZ GRATZ III
JOHNSON LITTRELL LUCIA
JAN KOEHLER RANDLE

TISHA WALLACE

29 30 31 TYLER GOAD

3/14 3/18
MR. & MRS. MR. & MRS. MR. & MRS.
BOB KELLY LARRY HAZEL JOE CHAPPELL

3/24
MR. & MRS.
GUNNER GOAD
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR
A BABY SHOWER HONOURING

KATELYN®
IVY WELLS

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP HALL

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
1:00-2:30

REGISTERED AT ELIZABETH CLAIR’S,
REEDS, AND BABYLIST.COM

- e
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O izaicn Cfearn and owe O lfouth (Froup at this yeals
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WeELCOINne New ' WeELCOINne New

MeEINBEeRS! MeEINBEeRS!
MIKE GOODMAN & - JAKE & ELIZABETH

ELLEN GILLESPIE CHANDLER

DEAR FPC FAMILY-
THANK YOU TO ALL THE COMMITTEE FOLKS, ESPECIALLY CONGREGATIONAL CARE, FOR ALL THE LOVE
AND SUPPORT YOU'VE SHOWN OUR FAMILY UPON THE ARRIVAL OF OUR BABY MAMIE.

WE SO APPRECIATE THE CHANCEL ROSE AND CRADLE CROSS DROPPED OFF BY SARAH HARDISON,
THE PRECIOUS BAPTISM BONNET MADE BY CINDY FAUCETTE, AND THE FLOWERS FROM THE SERVICE
THIS PAST SUNDAY. ALSO, THANK YOU TO GAY ABNEY FOR DROPPING OFF LEFTOVER FOOD
FOLLOWING THE LENTEN LUNCHEON LAST WEEK. AND FOR THE MAILED NOTE FROM LAST
WEDNESDAY NIGHT.

OUR FAMILY TRULY APPRECIATES THE LOVE AND SUPPORT AS WE SETTLE INTO LIFE AS A FAMILY OF
FIVE. WE LOOK FORWARD TO MAMIE MEETING ALL OUR SPECIAL CHURCH FAMILY MEMBERS IN DUE
TIME.

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR EVERYTHING. WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL FOR EACH KIND GESTURE AND OUR
AMAZING CHURCH FAMILY.
WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE,
MADDIN AND HANK HUTTO

- B
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Administrative — Glen Davidson, Sr.

Approved an Advisory Committee made of elders that will prioritize projects for the Capital Campaign. This

committee includes Buddy Stubbs, Chairman, Ben Hunter, Amanda Davis, Kathy Wallace, Mary Margaret
Gratz, Richard Hastings, and David Williams. John Brock ex officio.
Approved purchase and funding of a new electric Hot Food Heating Well in the kitchen. The cost of the unit
is $8,000.
Christian Education - Corey Littrell
The youth enjoyed a wonderful PYC Retreat at Camp Hopewell last month; we had 16 youth and 2 adults
attend. Joey McDuffie, Annelise Fagan, Anna Fagan, and Gracie Wallace led the retreat.
Confirmation is off to a great start. We have two youth joining us from First Presbyterian Church in Amory,
and we will look at reaching out to other congregations in our area in the future.
Camp Hopewell was hit hard with many, many downed trees during the recent ice storm. Melissa
scheduled a workday for the youth this past Sunday.
The combined fundraiser with the Cuba Mission Team for Super Bowl Sunday was successful.
Wednesday Night Programming
a. February 18 — Ash Wednesday Services (Noon and 6:15 p.m.)

. February 25 - Lenten Prayer Study, ‘Help’ - John Brock

. March 4 - Lenten Prayer Study, ‘Thanks’ - John Brock

. March 11 - No Program - Spring Break

. March 18 - Lenten Prayer Study, ‘Wow!” - John Brock

. March 25 - Confirmands Present Faith Statements

. April 1 - No Program - Holy Week

. April 8 - History of Father Stuart - Judge Glen Davidson, Sr.

i. April 15 - Animal Control Incidents in Lee County

j. April 22 — New Jail - Rud Robison

. April 29 - Closing Picnic

Congregational Care - Jim Fisher

Valentine candy boxes will be delivered to homebound members this month.
Annette Thornton’s funeral is on February 20. CC will serve a light meal to the family from 11:00-11:30 a.m.
prior to the visitation.
The Marthas will be preparing and serving a meal for the Lenten Luncheon at FPC on Thursday, February 19.
Members of the congregation are asked to bring individual desserts.

Changes made to new member packet will include a map of the church.

- N

The Tower | March 2026 | Page 12




Congregational Care - Jim Fisher cont.
CC will ensure that all shepherds are given a list of suggested ideas/duties.
Wedding Shower for Erin Stubbs and Billy Roberts will be on Sunday, February 22.
Baby shower for Katelyn and Ivy Wells is tentatively scheduled for March 22.
Singles’ Valentine’s Day Brunch was held on Saturday, February 14.
CC will host a baby shower for MJ Whitt. Date TBD.
Fellowship - Aubre Wells
Did not meet in February.
Outreach/Mission - Helen Monts
Did not meet in February.
Property and Grounds - Ben Hunter
Stained Glass Window Project Update: The West side has been installed.

Ricky had the roof repaired over the kitchen; he is also working on getting another water issue addressed in

the sanctuary. We think it is gutter flashing and have a roofer coming to investigate further.
Blessedly, the church did not undergo any damage associated with the extreme winter weather.

Safety and Security — David Carlisle
No information.

Worship - Bob Lence
Outside cross will go up on February 17.
Several of the church artists’ and children’s classes are creating art to go on the temporary white panels in
the sanctuary.
Received a thank you from First Presbyterian Church, Pontotoc, for the white and purple paraments
donated in memory of Father Stuart.
John Brock will be out of the office on Sunday, February 8, and Melissa will preach.
Ash Wednesday Services are on February 18 at noon and 6:15 p.m.
Approved Melissa McDuffie to preach on Sunday, March 15 as required for her seminary class.
Approved baptism of several younger children on Easter Sunday at their parents’ request.
Approved moving communion to the second Sunday in April, April 12.
Member Information & Important Dates

Welcomed new members, Elizabeth and Jake Chandler, and Mike and Ellen Goodman.
We extend Christian Sympathy to the families of Annette Thornton and Jack Price.

Well wishes to Jeremy and Francie Blanchard as they transfer from First Presbyterian Church, Tupelo.

S st Pl [hue

[F YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A GIFT TO THE BULB FUND WITH AN
HONORARIUM OR MEMORIAL IN THE NAME OF A LOVED ONE,
PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION WITH THE NAME AND DESIGNATION
TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY THURSDAY, MARCH 26. ENVELOPES MAY
BE FOUND ON THE BACK TABLE OF THE SANCTUARY OR ON THE
TABLE BY THE CHURCH OFFICE. MINIMUM OF $20 FOR EACH NAME.
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oonn
9:00 AM. WORSHIP QAR
10:00 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

11:00 A .M. WORSHIP

4:30 P.M. BOoy SCOUTS
5:30 P.M. CONFIRMATION

TUESDAY

8:00 A.M. T'AI CHI
2:30 P.M. CASA
7:00 P.M. AA MEETING

THURSDAY

7:45 AM. ST. LUKE'S FOOD PANTRY
8:00 AM. MEN'S BREAKFAST

2:30 P.M. CASA

6:45 P.M. BRAVER ANGELS

SATURDAY

MONDAY

11:00 A.M. BIBLE STUDY
2:30 P.M. CASA
6:45 P.M. CIRCLE 3

WEDNESDAY

10:00 A.M. STAFF MEETING
2:30 P.M. CASA

3:00 P.M. MAH JONGG

5:05 P.M. TOWER RINGERS

5:30 P.M. WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROG%
7:00 P.M. CHANCEL CHOIR

FRIDAY

12:00 P.M. AA
2:30 P.M. CASA

- B
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2026

MARC

SUN

1

COMMUNION

SA WORSHIP

10A SUNDAY SCHOOL
11A WORSHIP

4:30P Boy ScOUTS
5:30P CONFIRMATION

2
11A BIBLE STUDY
2:30p CASA
B6:45P CIRCLE 3

3
9A T'AI CHI
2:30P CASA
7P AA MEETING

4
10A STAFF MEETING
2:30P CASA
3P MAH JONGG
5:05P TOWER
RINGERS
5:30P WEDNESDAY
NIGHT PROGRAM
7P CHANCEL CHOIR

5
7:A5A ST. LUKE'S
FOOD PANTRY
B8A MEN'S
BREAKFAST
2:30P CASA
6P BRAVER ANGELS

B
12p AR
2:30P CASA

8
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

SA WORSHIP

10A SUNDAY SCHOOL
11A WORSHIP

4:30p Boy ScouTs

9

11A BIBLE STUDY
2:30p CASA
5:30p COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

10

9A T'AI CHI
10A MARTHA'S
12P CIRCLE 24
2:30p CASA
6P CIRCLE 5
7P AA MEETING

11

10A STAFF MEETING
2:30p CASA

3P MAH JONGG
5:05P TOWER
RINGERS

7P CHANCEL CHOIR

12

8A MEN'S
BREAKFAST
2:30P CASA

13
12p AA

2:30P CASA

14

9A HELPING HANDS

15
9A WORSHIP
10A SUNDAY SCHOOL
11A WORSHIP
4:30P Boy ScouTs
5:30p CONFIRMATION

16
11A BIBLE STUDY
2:30P CASA
SP STEERING
COMMITTEE
BP SESSION MEETING

17

9A T'AI CHI

2:30P CASA

2:30P COOK FOR THE
SALVATION ARMY
7P AA MEETING

18
10A STAFF MEETING
2:30P CASA
3P MAH JONGG
5:05P TOWER
RINGERS
5:30P WEDNESDAY
NIGHT PROGRAM
7P CHANCEL CHOIR

139
8A MEN'S
BREAKFAST
1:30P SHEPHERD'S
CENTER MEETING
2:30p CASA

20
12P AA
2:30P CASA

22
Sa WORSHIP
10A SUNDAY SCHOOL
11A WORSHIP
12p WELLS' BABY
SHOWER
4p CONFIRMATION
4:30p Boy ScOUTS
5:30p YOUTH

23
11A BIBLE STUDY
2:30P CASA

24
9A T'AI CHI
2:30p CASA
7P AA MEETING

25
10A STAFF MEETING
2:30p CASA
3P MAH JONGG
5:05P TOWER
RINGERS
5:30P WEDNESDAY
NIGHT PROGRAM
7P CHANCEL CHOIR

28
8A MEN'S
BREAKFAST
2:30P CASA

217
12P AA
2:30P CASA

29

YOUTH
CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY
SA WORSHIP
10A SUNDAY SCHOOL
11A WORSHIP
4:30p Boy ScOUTS
5:30P CONFIRMATION

30

11A BIBLE STUDY
2:30P CASA

31
9A T'AI CHI
2:30P CASA
7P AA MEETING
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THE SESSION
REV. JOHN BROCK MODERATOR
LISA NICHOLS, CLERK OF THE SESSION

CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 CLASS OF 2028
GLEN DAVIDSON, SR. HEATHER CROTWELL JIM BRUCE
JIM FISHER AMANDA DAVIS TATUM COLLINS
BEN HUNTER BETH ANNE ELLZEY LEE HERMAN
BOB LENCE MAC GODWIN TREY PHYFER
COREY LITTRELL MARY MARGARET GRATZ BUDDY STUBBS
HELEN MONTS DEBRA ROBISON VIRGINIA TOLIVER
AUBRE WELLS LIZ ROSE KATHY WALLACE

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

REV. JOHN BROCK, PASTOR
MELISSA MCDUFFIE, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
DR. BOB TAYLOR, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
DR. RAY HARRIS, ORGANIST
DR. KATHY MCMURRY, TREASURER
JOHN BUCHMAN, AUDIO/VISUAL TECHNICIAN
CLAIRE LEEKE, DIRECTOR OF ELEMENTARY AND YOUTH CHOIRS
CINDY FAUCETTE, CHURCH LIBRARIAN
MJ WHITT, CHURCH SECRETARY
KAY STANFORD, FINANCIAL SECRETARY
PENNY O'QUINN, MORNING RECEPTIONIST
Lucy WELLS, AFTERNOON RECEPTIONIST
RICKY KIMBRELL, MAINTENANCE SUPERINTENDENT
REvV. M. McCoY FRANKLIN, PASTOR EMERITUS

JOWM,;ZZ, % FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PCUSA

400 W. JEFFERSON STREET fﬁ*‘”’”\f

@ ﬁ n TUPELO, MS 38802 ‘ ‘%b

(662) 842-5681 b

GOOGLE CALENDAR TO SEE THE LATEST FPC NEWS! VISIT US ONLINE: HTTPS://WWW.FIRSTPRESTUPELO.ORG

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, JOIN US ON FACEBOOK, OR VISIT OUR




