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MaRCH 2026

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE CONGREGATION AND FRIENDS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, TUPELO, MS

WHEN MJ INFORMED ME THAT IT WAS TIME TO WRITE MY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FOR THE MONTH,
[ DECIDED I WOULD TALK ABOUT THE GOOD NEWS AND LENT, SINCE THAT IS WHAT THE SERMON
SERIES THIS YEAR IS ABOUT. HOWEVER, I ALSO DECIDED TO LISTEN TO SOME MUSIC WHILE I WAS
WORKING. SO | GRABBED MY EARBUDS AND ON A WHIM, PUT ON REM’'S AUTOMATIC FOR THE
PEOPLE, AN ALBUM THAT CAME OUT THE MONDAY AFTER MY 18TH BIRTHDAY IN 1392.

[ REMEMBER GOING TO THE OLD WALMART ACROSS THE STREET FROM MY HIGH SCHOOL AFTER
SCHOOL THAT DAY TO GET THE ALBUM, GOING HOME AND PLAYING IT ON MY CD PLAYER SEVERAL
TIMES IN A ROW. EVEN AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, I CAN SING EVERY WORD TO THE ALBUM, OR AT
LEAST EVERY WORD I CAN UNDERSTAND SINCE MICHAEL STIPE, THE LEAD SINGER OF REM, OFTEN
MUMBLES. [ EVEN CLOSED THE DOOR TO MY OFFICE SO THAT I COULD.

THERE'S SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL ABOUT HOW CERTAIN MUSIC OR ART OR SMELLS BRING BACK
SUCH VIVID MEMORIES OF OUR LIVES. AND SO [ AM IN MY OFFICE THIS MORNING TRAVELING
DOWN MEMORY LANE, WHEN THE FOURTH SONG OF THE ALBUM COMES ON. EVERYONE MY AGE
WILL KNOW THE SONG, “EVERYBODY HURTS." AND I THINK THIS SONG IS ONE OF THE BEST
ARGUMENTS [ HAVE FOR WHY PEOPLE SHOULD BE A PART OF A CHURCH.

“IF YOU THINK YOU'VE HAD TOO MUCH
OF THIS LIFE, WELL HANG ON
'CAUSE EVERYBODY HURTS
TAKE COMFORT IN YOUR FRIENDS
EVERYBODY HURTS"

“IF YOU FEEL LIKE YOU'RE ALONE
NO, NO, NO, YOU ARE NOT ALONE
IF YOU'RE ON YOUR OWN IN THIS LIFE
THE DAYS AND NIGHTS ARE LONG
WHEN YOU THINK YOU'VE HAD TOO MUCH
OF THIS LIFE TO HANG ON
WELL, EVERYBODY HURTS SOMETIMES"

[F YOU LOOK UP THE LYRICS ONLINE, IT DOESN'T SAY THIS, BUT IF YOU LISTEN CAREFULLY TO THE
LAST PART OF THE SONG YOU CAN QUIETLY HEAR MICHAEL STIPE SAY, “YOU'RE NOT ALONE.
FRIENDS, IF WE ARE DOING THIS CHURCH THING RIGHT, THAT'S THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL.
WE ARE NOT ALONE. GOD IS WITH US. OUR SIBLINGS IN CHRIST ARE WITH US. WHATEVER WE ARE
GOING THROUGH, WHATEVER WE ARE FACING, WE ARE NOT ALONE. WE ARE LOVED. WE ARE
WANTED. WE ARE ACCEPTED.

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

GRace anbp reace TO You,
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1

“'SERVICES AT 9:00 AM. & 11:080 A M.
AT 10:00 AM.

'SUNDAY SCHOQ]

o6

, SUNDAY'S
CHILDREN'S BULLETINS BULLETIN

AGES 3 & UP

CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE CALENDAR!
CLICK THE CALENDAR TO SEE EVERYTHING HAPPENING AT FPC!
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https://www.youtube.com/@firstprestupelo8644/streams
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2067%3B%20John%2014%3A23-29%3B%20Acts%2016%3A9-15%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVUE
https://firstprestupelo.org/index.php/calendar/
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/3.1-Childrens-Bulletin.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/BULLETIN-3-1-26-Second-Sunday-of-Lent-Communion.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/3.1-Childrens-Bulletin.pdf

ONTHLY UPDATES

WeeKLY PRaYeR LIST LET'ERV

CANCER TREATMENT: 'I' TH
GINGER MARK, SCARLETT REEDER,
) : oAt
JIM SEILER
HOMEBOUND:
JOHN GASTON, JOY HYATT, March 5 ST

ST. LUKE'S FOOD HELPING HANDS
BETTY NASH PANTRY VOLUNTEERS
COLLEGE STUDENTS:* AT T:45 AM. AT 9:00 A M.
LucYy GRATZ, OLIVIA HASTING'S, March 17

ARMY

SERVICE MEMBERS: _—
PATRICK HASTINGS, ANDREW RAY

) A

¢” FEBRUARY MEMORIALS, GIFTS, AND HONORARIA ‘\

) “ *IN MEMORY OF JESSE DAVIS FROM DR. & MRS. DAN BRASFIELD. (UNDESIGNATED FUND) A' R |
*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM NEIL & JILL WHITE. (UNDESIGNATED MEMORIAL FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM FPC PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN. (UNDESIGNATED MEMORIAL FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF BETTY HOLLAND, ANNETTE THORNTON, AND JACK PRICE FROM STEVE & LUCY NASH.
(UNDESIGNATED MEMORIAL FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM NANCY H. OWEN. (FLOWER GUILD FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF BETTY HOLLAND, ANNETTE THORNTON, AND JACK PRICE FROM GEORGE & WANDA DENT.
(GUATEMALA WATER MISSION FUND)

*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON & JACK PRICE FROM SARAH YOUNG. (PASTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND)
*IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE THORNTON FROM LOU ANN & LEROY MCCARTY. (CONGREGATIONAL CARE FUND)

*IN HONOR OF KIM BURLESON, LISA JOHNSON, JULIA MONTS, ALLI MONTS, BESS ROBBINS, AND AUBRE WELLS
FROM MARY & BUDDY STUBBS. (CONGREGATIONAL CARE SHOWER COMMITTEE)
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Glwe Certra Cffeat

TWO0 CENTS-A-MEAL
INVITES EVERY MEMBER
OF YOUR CONGREGATION

TO PRAYERFULLY
CONTRIBUTE A FEW CENTS

TO HELP ALLEVIATE
HUNGER AND POVERTY.
IDEALLY, CONTRIBUTIONS

COME FROM “LIVING MORE
SIMPLY SO THAT OTHERS
MAY SIMPLY LIVE."
PARTICIPATION IN IS ALSO
A COMMITMENT TO SHARE
WITH OTHERS IN

RESPONSE TO JESUg~ ™

COMMAND, “YOU BIVE 3

THEM SOMETHING T0

DATE|TIME
3.4.2026|5:30PM

PROGRAIN: PRAYERS OF THANKS BY JOHIl BROCK

MENU: SIGN UP AS SOON AS

CHICKEN AND BROCCOLI DIVAN POSSIBLE

WITH RICE ON THE SIDE, FRIED
AND GRILLED CHICKEN TENDERS,
HOMESTYLE GREEN BEANS, TATER

TOoTS, MACARONI AND CHEESE,

STRAWBERRY PRETZEL SALAD,
ROLLS, FRESH FRUIT, FULL SALAD

BAR, AND ASSORTED DESSERTS!

$7 PER PERSON
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiEZDtaiPUTvIAn8LwT1qbi6rOReWO0gChWJS57z1MH_WiEw/viewform?usp=header
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THANKS ~ NONE:
BY JOHN BROCK SPRING
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Christian Sympathy is extended to the families of Annette Thornton, who

passed away on January 30; Jack Price, who passed away on February 12;
and Lanta Craig, who passed away on December 1. Please keep the families

in your prayers.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 EVELYN 2 BRYAN 3 LORENA 4 GEDORGE 5 ROBIN 6 FULLER
!
PARKER ELLIS PHYFER SEILER FAUCETTE ALVAREZ
CROXTON OLIVER INGRAM
KAILAN
REYNOLDS

HENRY SEILER

8 MARY TAYLOR 9 HELEN 1 0 ToM 11 ARYANNA 12 MarTHA 1 3 CINDY 14 Joun
RAY BOERNER BILLUPS PHYFER MCDONALD FAUCETTE MARTIN
15 LEE PRYOR 16 MORGAN 17 DaviD 18 GENIE ALICE 19 EMMA 2( SANDRA M. 21 MaRry
CALDWELL RICKS CARLISLE BRUCE MCDUFFIE HAZARD MARGARET
CHRIS BILL GRATZ
CURTIS DICKERSON, JR. JIM SEILER
LEIGHTON OLIVER EDNA SUE
GIBENS GRISHAM WHITE
292 LELAND 23 BOBBY D4 RENEE 25 MICHAEL 26 GRACIE D7 AURORA 28
COUNCE DALE SULLIVAN- BLAKELY WALLACE GODWIN
LYNNE MINOR GONZALEZ GRATZ III
JOHNSON LITTRELL LUCIA
JAN KOEHLER RANDLE

TISHA WALLACE

29 30 31 TYLER GOAD

3/14 3/18
MR. & MRS. MR. & MRS. MR. & MRS.
BOB KELLY LARRY HAZEL JOE CHAPPELL

3/24
MR. & MRS.
GUNNER GOAD
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