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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE CONGREGATION AND FRIENDS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, TUPELO, MS

| Siblings in Christ,

For the second year of my doctoral program, we are focusing on Paul’s letter to the church in
Rome. As written in the syllabus, “we will explore the richness of the church’s calling to
holiness by focusing on Romans and its interpreters through the centuries to better nurture
disciples.” That’s a heavy thing to think about, our calling to holiness.

Thinking about this calling to holiness, I have been reading a book of sermons on Romans for
the class. In it, the author of the sermons contends that sin is not primarily something we do
wrong. Rather, sin is a cosmic force that overwhelms us. The Rev. Fleming Rutledge writes, “Sin
is ‘mankind’s essential illness, it is a condition we are all heir to, it is a demonic Power that
enslaves us and binds us and prevents us from being either free or good.”

The words that I keep thinking about are: “prevents us from being either free or good.” I think
of this when I look at the world right now, at all the hate and division, at the violence and
cruelty. I think of all the things that prevent us from being free or good. Personally, I like to
think almost all of us want to be free and good, but the forces of sin in this world propel
humans to hurt and divide. It sure seems hopeless.

But Paul, in Romans, tells us that this sin is not the final word. We look at the news and see all
the hatred and despair, and we think it will always be this way. But the story of Jesus Christ is
that it will NOT always be this way. Through Christ Jesus, we are freed from the powers of Sin.
And it is Christ’s work in us, not the work of ourselves.

Rutledge writes, “In the knowledge of the ‘other point of power, you can go forward with
confidence to do those good works that God has prepared for you to walk in. Then truly, you
can do great things that you thought you could never do. You can visit a prison, mentor a child,
forgive your spouse, fight against prejudice, change an attitude, reach out to an enemy, oppose
a wrong-not in order to gain credit or shore up your self-esteem, but because God is working
his purpose out in your very own life.”

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death. -
Romans 8:2

Grace and Peace to you,

John
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Sunday, February 1
Services at 9:00 AM. & 11:00 AM.
Congregational Meeting at 10:00 AM.
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Our YouTube Channel Sun d ay’s ) Scripture Lesson
Children’s Bulletins Bulletin Children’s Bulletins
Ages 3 & Up Ages 7 & Up

CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE CALENDAR! )
Click the calendar to see everything happening at FPC!J ==
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https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BULLETIN-2-1-26-Communion.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BULLETIN-2-1-26-Communion.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@firstprestupelo8644/streams
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2.1.26-3.pdf
https://firstprestupelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2.1.26-7.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2067%3B%20John%2014%3A23-29%3B%20Acts%2016%3A9-15%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVUE
https://firstprestupelo.org/index.php/calendar/
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1{1 honor of Charles & Betty Reece, Judge Glen and Bonnie Davidson, Dan & Francis Bmsfzeﬁf Pete y
& Katﬁy McMurry, Donna & Larry Kreeb, Josefina Rayburn, Glenn Thomas, Bill & Lucy Hilbun,

and in memory of Ottis Tims from George & Wanda Dent. (Guatemala Water Mission)
“In honor of Ruby Kathryn Patterson from Bonnie & Glen Davidson. (Congregational Care Fund)
"In memory of Jesse Davis from Lou Ann & Leroy McCarty. (Chancel Choir Fund)
“In memory of Jesse Davis & Edna Bounds from George & Wanda Dent. (Guatemal Water Mission)

“In memory of Edna Bounds from Mary Elizabeth Williams. (Pastor's Discretionary Fund)

“In memory of Jesse Davis from Mary Elizabeth Williams. (Fe[[owsﬁ\i}a Fund)
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Two Cents-a-Meal invites

A T T : every member of your
%ﬂddy ‘// buany 2 cgngregation t)c,)
' prayerfully contribute a
77:00 7/’ Y4 few cents to help alleviate
¢ 7 hunger and poverty.

, Idfeally, Icontributions co:ne
15646 wtalicod v rom “living more simp
@ IZ@ i %&WZ so that others may simpr

live.” Participationinis
also a commitment to
share with others in
response to Jesus’
command, “You glvet =TT
somethmg to eat:

S —

Ny Date | ime
2.4.2026 5'30pm

Program: The E}oys & Cirls Club
byiZellliong, Tommst®Nar & Evie Storey

Sign'Up As Soon as
possible

Menu:
Preslv’'s Red Beans and Rice,
Fried and Grilled Chicken
Tenders, Homestvle Green Beans,
Corn Spoon Bread, Tater Tots
and Cheese Sticks, Congealed
Salad, Fresh Fruit, Full Salad Bar,

and Assorted Desserts! $7 per
pPerson
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc18ayExGyYfOzWz4-zNicQMDYPnyqR7hat3FHaw4pEGLN6CA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114361480268034160492
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SOUPERBOWL

+

FEBRUARY 8, 2026
+

SUPPORT OUR
CHURCH YOUTH

e DONATE WHAT YOU WOULD
SPEND ON A MEAL IF YOU
ATE OUT

e SOUPS SERVED: VEGETABLE
BEEF, CHICKEN, CHILI, VEGAN,
GLENN THOMAS'S WORLD &
FAMOUS CORN CHOWDER

e CHEESE TOAST AND
SOMETHING FOR THE _
CHILDREN WILL ALSO BE
AVAILABLE

+

We thank you for your
support

First Presbyterian Church
400 W. Jetferson St.
Tupelo, MS 38804

www.firstprestupelo.org
662.842.5681
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First Presbyterian Church
[ ¥\
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invites you to a

SINGLES
(Ditontines Diny
i ERUNERH o

‘V v
"Saturday, February 14 | 11:00 a.m. o

\d
g FPC Fellowship Hall .
4, %

May invite one guest.
Transportation
provided, if needed.

Call (662) 842-5681
or scan the QR code
to reserve your spot.
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Niljey Haﬁﬁi{ﬁ

15
Bill Dens

16
Wallgee Ncrlhf

18
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Bess Prbgirs

20
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21
BerretTMuk

23
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24
laueen Lﬂﬁdezcﬁ
Mezgn Nickels

25
Mg *{mf‘cf

26
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28
Brywn Hurtfe
Dy Theruas

2/l 20
M. & Mus. Buron Tellows M. & Mus. vy Wells

2/2]
M. & Mys. Dobgin Tueetfe

2113
M. & Mys. Will Davis

2/6
M. & Mrs. Curis %asﬁ

2121
M. & M3, Lewis Whitlield

2(27
M. & M. Cervge Dert™
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Sunday, February 1, we will have our Annual Congregational Meeting at 10 AM.
In this Congregational Meeting, we will present our budget, we will vote on the
Pastor’s Terms of Call, we will elect elders for the class of 2029, and we will elect
a nominating committee for 2026. The following are placed in nomination for
the class of 2029: Richard Hastings, Jimmy Milam, Curtis Monts, Mary Pace,
Margaret Parker, Daintry Thomas, and Al Wallace IV. The nominees for the
nominating committee for 2026 will be Rudy Caldwell, Bill Deas, Beth Anne
Ellzey, Alix Roaten, Debra Robison (chair), Chris Rogers, and Anna Yeager. We
will not have adult Sunday School that day.
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