First Presbyterian Church

400 W Jefferson Street
Tupelo, Mississippi
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THE MISSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS TO:
Learn the Word of God in worship and study.

Lzve the Word of God in our homes and communaties.
Lead others to the Word of God in love.

Visit us online. www.firstprestupelo.org
https://www.facebook.com/FPCTupelo
662.842.5681



http://www.firstprestupelo.org
https://www.facebook.com/FPCTupelo

January 11, 2025 9:00 & 11:00 A.M.

“And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.” - MATTHEW 3:17

*Congregation standing as able. Bold is spoken by the congregation.
CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME, CONCERNS, AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven DoN HusTAD

INTROIT Come to the Water JOHN FOLEY/JACKSCHRADER

*CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep.
In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and humankind.
God caused the waters to part so that Israel could cross from slavery to liberation.
God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb.
Jesus taught us how to live by washing His disciples’ feet in water.
Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman,
the first person to recognize that He was the Christ.
Today, we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ.

God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a large family. Praise be!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy One, in the waters of the Jordan
You claimed Jesus to be Your beloved Son.
Send Your Holy Spirit to anoint us,
that we may be filled with Your grace
and live as Your beloved children;

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*HyMN OF PRAISE When Jesus Came to Jordan LANCASHIRE

(see insert on page 3)




When Jesus Came to Jordan

LANCASHIRE
Fred Pratt Green Henry Thomas Smart
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speak the  vi - tal sen - tence with which good news be - gins.
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CALL TO CONFESSION
On this Baptism of the Lord Sunday, we remember our own baptisms, where we
were claimed as children of the covenant and beloved of God. Yet, we live as
those who are alienated from God. We have turned away from God, one another,

and the earth. Let us confess our sins, trusting in God’s mercy.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we are estranged from You and from one
another. We treat others as strangers rather than as people created in Your
image and fellow children of God. We exploit the earth as though it were our
possession rather than a gift entrusted to our care and a reflection of Your
image and glory. Forgive us our sins and transform us by Your Spirit that we

might live as people who have been baptized as Your own children. Amen.




(Time of Silent Confession)

KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy (CONGREGATION PLEASE SING)
Kyrie Eleison
American folk hymn arr. Richard Proulx
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Lord, have mer -~ ¢y; Christ, have mer - c¢y; Lord, have mer-cy up - on us.
3
0 .
fflf'\ 2 F ] & = } ‘7@' : i
A3 7] \ ~ 73 o i
2/ L ey
Lord, have mer - ¢y, Christ have mer - cy, Lord have mer -cy up - on us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Friends, hear the good news of the gospel — and of Jesus’ solidarity in His own

baptism by John with all who have been immersed in baptismal waters, repenting

of their sin. In His name, God has forgiven us of our own sins and set us on new

paths. Let us remember our baptisms and trust in God’s mercy to restore our right

standing as God’s own. Thanks be to God!

*RESPONSE No. 579 Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

RESPONSIVE READING

Ascribe to the LorD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lorp the glory of his name;
worship the Lorp in holy splendor.
The voice of the LORD 1s over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LoRrD, over mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the Lorb is full of majesty.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

PsaLm 29




He makes Lebanon skip like a calf
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LorD flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LoORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl
and strips the forest bare,
and in his temple all say, “Glory!”
The Lorb sits enthroned over the flood;
the LorbD sits enthroned as king forever.
May the Lorbp give strength to his people!
May the Lorbp bless his people with peace!

CHILDREN’S SERMON
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1-9

ANTHEM The Ninety and Nine

PEw BIBLE, PG. 670

BENTLY/RED

There were ninety and nine that safely lay in the shelter of the fold,
But one was out on the hills away, far off from the gates of gold.
Away on the mountains wild and bare, away from the tender Shepherd's care.

But none of the ransomed ever knew how deep were the waters crossed,
Nor how dark was the night that Lord passed through ere he found his sheep that was lost.
Out in the desert he heard its cry - sick and helpless and ready to die.

But all thru’ the mountains, thunder-riven, and up from the rocky steep,
There arose a cry to the gate of heaven, “Rejoice, I have found my sheep!”
And the angels echoed ‘round the throne, “Rejoice, for the Lord brings back his own!”

GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 3:13-17
SERMON Beloved First

*STATEMENT OF FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit

everywhere the Giver and Renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves

and to love God and neighbor,

and binds us together with all believers

in the one body of Christ, the Church.

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,

PEw BIBLE, PG. 3

REV. JouN BroCK



engages us through the Word proclaimed,

claims us in the waters of baptism,

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.

*HYMN OF AFFIRMATION Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways ANGEL’S STORY
(see insert on page 7)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and

the power and the glory forever. Amen.
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart ALICE JORDAN

*DoxoLoGy No. 592
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, in our baptisms we have been named and claimed as Your covenant
people, connected deeply with You, with one another, and with the earth.
May these gifts be used as a witness to Your love, peace, and justice at work

in the world, renewing the face of the earth. Amen.
*CLOSING HYmN No. 492 Baptized in Water BUNESSAN
POSTLUDE Festive Trumpet Tune DAvVID GERMAN

*BENEDICTION



Down Galilee's Slow Roadways
ANGEL'S STORY

Sylvia Dunstan Arhtur Henry Mann
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are My Own, My Cho - sen, Be - lov - ed of your Lord.”
are My Own, My Cho - sen, Be - lov - ed of your Lord."

PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK

Cancer Treatment: Ginger Mark, Scarlett Reeder, Jim Seiler

Homebound: Mary Ann Chiles, Carolyn Gaston, John Gaston
College Students: Walker Gibens, Tyler Goad, Charlie Gratz

Service Members: Patrick Hastings, Andrew Ray

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY
11:00 A.M: 138

9:00 A.M: 46



WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Are you looking for a church home? If so, please speak to our minister following

worship or email him at pastor@firstprestupelo.org.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.

Ritual of friendship — Members and Visitors: Please sign the attendance register
and pass it down your pew. Please read the names, greet one another, and meet new members

and visitors.

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God in honor of Gay & Travis
Abney and Wanda & George Dent by Mary Elizabeth Williams.

All children are welcome in worship! Children’s activity bags and special bulletins are
available for all ages and are located with our regular worship bulletins in the Narthex. Nursery
care is available for newborns through four-year-olds. Please ask an usher for directions to the
nursery if you are visiting for the first time. After the 11:00 Children’s Sermon, preschoolers
and kindergarteners are invited to attend "Wee Kirk.” This is a time of fun childcare with age-

appropriate songs and games.

Children in first through fifth grade are invited to join our Sunday version of
Faithbuilder’s during the 11:00 A.M. Sunday service. We meet after the children’s
sermon for a fun and engaging time of learning about the structure of our church service,
with activities to help kids grow in their understanding and participation in worship. If your

child attends, you can pick them up in the gym area after the service.

The service is live streamed and available for viewing on YouTube.com by those unable to
be with us this morning. Search firstprestupelo. We also invite you to visit our website at

www.firstprestupelo.org.

Leading the worship service today: Rev. John Brock, Dr. Bob Taylor, Dr. Ray Harris
Liturgist: 9:00: Virginia Toliver

11:00: Andy Crotwell
Greeters: 9:00: Charles & Betty Reece

11:00: Will & Amanda Davis, Tatum & Sally Kate Collins


mailto:pastor@firstprestupelo.org

UPcOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our weekly Bible study will meet this Monday, January 12 at 11:00 A.M. We will
continue meeting in the Bolton/Sistahood Room. This group enjoys engaging discussions and

fellowship, and it is open to everyone. This week, we will study Acts 1.

For January 18, our scripture passages will be from Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11, 1
Corinthians 1:1-9, and John 1:29-42.

Cuba Mission needs your support! We are in need of over the counter medicine - such as
Tylenol, Advil, Aspirin, Aleve, - vitamins for children and adults, cold and cough medicine,
bedpans, oral hydration packets—such as Liquid IV, PurAqua Hydration, etc.—toothbrushes,
sunglasses, and regular glasses. Please place all donations in the Cuba Mission Box in the

Breezeway. Pills, chewable, and gummies are preferred to liquids due to weight reasons.

Committee Meetings will be held on Monday, January 12 at 5:30 P.M. Property &

Grounds, Congregational Care, Christian Education, Worship, and Outreach will all meet.

Security and Fellowship will not meet this month. The Admin Committee will meet on
Thursday, January 15 at 5:00 P.M.

per person, and we will enjoy Marinated Pork Tenderloin with Rice on the Side, Fried and
Grilled Chicken Tenders, Homestyle Green Beans, Tater Tots, Broccoli Salad, Rolls, Full Salad
Bar, Fresh Fruit, and Assorted Desserts! Our program will be Julia Monts, El Centro. We
hope to see you in the Fellowship Hall for supper and fellowship at 5:30 P.M. Wednesday,
January 14!

PYC Retreat will be January 16-18.

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, January 19 in honor of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day.

Sunday, January 25, we will have our Annual Congregational Meeting at 10 A.M. We will not
have adult Sunday School that day.



- Sunday, January 11
~ 9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship
430 pm Boy Scouts, Rm. B205
10:00 am Youth

Monday, January 12
230 pm CASA

530 pm Committee Meetings

Tuesday, January 13
9:00 am T"ai Chi Chih

12:00 pm Circle 24, Sheffield
230 pm CASA

6:00 pm Circle 5, Busylad
7:00 pm A.A. Meeting

Wednesday, January 14

10:00 am Staff Meeting

230 pm CASA

3:00 pm Mah Jongg

5:05 pm Tower Ringers

pm Wednesday Night Program
700 pm Chancel Choir

Thursday, January 13

7:00 am Mission Mississippi, Fellowship Hall
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast

1:30 pm Shepherd’s Center Meeting

N 230 pm CASA Y,

Frlday January 9 -

12:00 pm AA Meeting \\
230 pm CASA \\
aveavs Tainid




*
SOUPERBOWL e

+ 7 FEBRUARY 8. 2026

SUPPORT OUR
CHURCH YJO0UTH

« DONATE WHAT YOU WOULD
SPEND ON A MEAL IF YOU
ATE OUT

« SOUPS SERVED: VEGETABLE
BEEF, CHICKEN, CHILI, AND
SOMETHING FOR THE
CHILDREN

* We thank you for your support

First Presbyterian Church
400 W. Jefferson St.
Tupelo, MS 38804

www.firstprestupelo.org
662.842.5681

Your generosity can make all the
Cu a ater difference. By donating, you help
children and families in need get

access to basic necessities and a

® ®
M‘l S Sl O brighter tomorrow. Join us in
making an impact!

How You Can Help:

e Sponsor a family or individual that is going to
Cuba
e Share our cause with your network
e Donate the items listed below to our collection
box in the breezeway:
* over-the-counter medicine - such as Tylenol, Advil, Aspirin,
Aleve
¢ vitamins for children and adults
¢ cold and cough medicine
¢ bedpans
¢ oral hydration packets—such as Liquid IV, PurAqua Hydration,
etc.

* toothbrushes Pills, chewable, and gummies are preferred to liquids due to weight reasons.

¢ sunglasses and regular glasses T o :
9 9 9 Please place all donations in the Cuba Mission Box in the Breezeway.

Monetary Donations Appreciated




THE MISSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS TO:
Learn the Word of God in worship and study.
Live the Word of God in our homes and communities.
Lead others to the Word of God in love.

THE SESSION
Rev. John Brock, Moderator
Lisa Nichols, Clerk of the Session

CLASs OF 2026 CrLAss oF 2027 CLAss oF 2028
Glen Davidson, Sr. Heather Crotwell Jim Bruce

Jim Fisher Amanda Davis Tatum Collins
Ben Hunter Beth Anne Ellzey Lee Herman
Bob Lence Mac Godwin Trey Phyfer
Corey Littrell Mary Margaret Gratz ~ Buddy Stubbs
Helen Monts Debra Robison Virginia Toliver
Aubre Wells Liz Rose Kathy Wallace

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Rev. John Brock, Pastor
Melissa McDulftie, Director of Youth and Christian Education
Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music
Dr. Ray Harris, Organist
John Buchman, Audio/Visual Technician
Claire Leeke, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs
Dr. Kathy McMurry, Treasurer
Cindy Faucette, Church Librarian
MJ Whitt, Church Secretary
Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary
Penny O’Quinn, Morning Receptionist
Lucy Wells, Afternoon Receptionist
Ricky Kimbrell, Maintenance Superintendent
Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus



