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“Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 

in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him.” 

- Acts 10:34-35 

*Congregation standing as able.                                           Bold is spoken by the congregation. 

Chiming of the Hour 

Welcome, Concerns, and Celebrations of the Church  

Prelude Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J. S. Bach 

Introit Agnus Dei - Lamb of God Georges Bizat 

*Call to Worship 

How very good and pleasant it is 

When we live in unity. 

We gather here together with our hearts and voices raised to God, 

Who is the center of our unity and praise! 

*Prayer of the Day  

Almighty and gracious God, 

on this Reformation Sunday we give You thanks 

for Your Spirit that is always reforming Your Church. 

You break the chains of fear and pride 

and free us to live by grace alone. 

As we worship You today, 

renew in us the joy of Your salvation; 

make us bold in truth, humble in heart, 

and steadfast in faith. 

Reign over us with mercy and justice, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

*Hymn of Praise No. 260 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN’ FESTE BURG 
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Call to Confession 

God’s Word reminds us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

yet we are justified by grace as a gift. 

Trusting in that mercy, let us confess our sins together. 

Prayer of Confession 

Merciful and reforming God, 

You call us to trust Your grace alone, 

yet we cling to our pride and our distinctions. 

You invite us to be renewed, 

but we prefer what is comfortable and known. 

Forgive us when our faith grows rigid, 

when our love grows small, 

when our hearts forget the wideness of Your mercy. 

Reform us by Your Spirit, 

that we may live as Your forgiven people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Time of Silent Confession) 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the good news: 

In Christ we are justified by grace through faith— 

it is a gift, not our own doing. 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

(Congregation Please Sing) Kyrie       



*Response No. 579                                  Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

Prayer for Illumination  

Responsive Reading                                                 Psalm 47 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

   shout to God with loud songs of joy. 

For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 

   a great king over all the earth. 

He subdued peoples under us, 

   and nations under our feet. 

He chose our heritage for us, 

   the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

God has gone up with a shout, 

   the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

   sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

For God is the king of all the earth; 

   sing praises with a psalm. 

God is king over the nations; 

   God sits on his holy throne. 

The princes of the peoples gather 

   as the people of the God of Abraham. 

For the shields of the earth belong to God; 

   he is highly exalted. 

Children’s Sermon           

Stewardship Minute  Helen Monts 

New Testament Reading Acts 10:34-43   Pew Bible, pg. 129 

Anthem Praise to the Lord, the Almighty arr. Mack Wilberg 

Gospel Reading Luke 7:36-50    Pew Bible, pg. 66 

Sermon “All Are Welcome!”          Rev. John Brock 



*Statement of Faith — from A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God, 

whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 

In sovereign love God created the world good 

and makes everyone equally in God’s image 

male and female, of every race and people, 

to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 

Ignoring God’s commandments, 

we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 

accept lies as truth, 

exploit neighbor and nature, 

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 

We deserve God’s condemnation. 

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 

In everlasting love, 

the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 

to bless all families of the earth. 

Hearing their cry, 

God delivered the children of Israel 

from the house of bondage. 

Loving us still, 

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 

God is faithful still.  

*Hymn of Affirmation      Help Us Accept Each Other ANGEL’S STORY 
 (see insert) 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    

Lord, in Your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, 

and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                        

Offertory Prelude William H. Harris 

*Doxology No. 592 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Unison Prayer of Dedication     

God who gathers more, and still more, people to your table– 

a table that is not contained by our one church,  

but extends across varied worship spaces, 

across diverse cultures and communities– 

bless the gifts that each of us brings today. 

May they strengthen bodies and nourish spirits, 

and be used for your glory. 

Amen. 

*Closing Hymn No. 210 Our God, Our Help In Ages Past ST. ANNE 

Postlude       Coluntary on “Ein Feste Burg” Gordon Young 

*Benediction 





Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 

Are you looking for a church home? If so, please speak to our minister following                 

worship or email him at pastor@firstprestupelo.org. 

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.  

Ritual of friendship — Members and Visitors: Please sign the attendance register                      

and pass it down your pew.  Please read the names, greet one another, and meet new members 

and visitors. 

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of God and in memory of Lucy 

Jeanelle Wells, Susan Williams, Billy Jenkins Jordan, and Wilson D. “Buck” Simmons by Jack, 

Aubre, Ivy, Katelyn, Lucy, Jenkins, and Witt Wells. 

All children are welcome in worship! Children’s activity bags and special bulletins are 

available for all ages and are located with our regular worship bulletins in the Narthex. Nursery 

care is available for newborns through four-year-olds. Please ask an usher for directions to the 

nursery if you are visiting for the first time. After the 11:00 Children’s Sermon, preschoolers 

and kindergarteners are invited to attend "Wee Kirk.”  This is a time of fun childcare with age-

appropriate songs and games.  

Children in first through fifth grade are invited to join our Sunday version of 

Faithbuilder’s during the 11:00 A.M. Sunday service. This fall, we will meet weekly 

through December 14 to give us extra time to prepare for the Joy Gift program.  We meet after 

the children’s sermon for  a fun and engaging time of learning about the structure of our 

church service, with activities to help kids grow in their understanding and participation in 

worship. If your child attends, you can pick them up in the gym area after the service. 

The service is live streamed and available for viewing on YouTube.com by those unable to 

be with us this morning. Search firstprestupelo. We also invite you to visit our website at 

www.firstprestupelo.org. 

Leading the worship service today: Rev. John Brock, Dr. Bob Taylor, Dr. Ray Harris  

Liturgist:  9:00:  Lor i Dickerson 

 11:00:  Andy Crotwell 

Greeters:  9:00:  J im & Hudson Fisher  

 11:00:   Brock Family  

mailto:pastor@firstprestupelo.org


Upcoming Events and Announcements 

Our weekly Bible study will meet this Monday, October 27 at 11:00 A.M. We will continue 

meeting in the Bolton/Sistahood Room. This group enjoys engaging discussions and fellowship 

and is open to everyone.  This week, we will be studying Luke 24.  

In Worship during the month of November, we will focus on the theme of Confess. For 

October 26, the mini-theme will also be "Confess," and our scripture passages will be 

from Psalm 119:105, Genesis 2:15-24 and 3:1-24, 1 Kings 8:54-61, 2 Samuel 11-12.  

The Operation Christmas Child table will be in the church library star ting October 19. 

Congregants can pick up boxes and shipping labels from this table and return their packed 

boxes through Sunday, November 9. Either Anne Kramer or Morgan Ricks will be at the OCC 

table in the library between services from October 19 through November 9 to assist or answer 

questions. Congregants are asked to pay for their boxes' shipping cost ($10/box) online using 

the QR codes on provided shipping labels; however, we will also accept cash or checks made 

out to First Presbyterian Church Tupelo. Monetary donations may also be made for FPC Youth 

to shop and pack boxes.  

Sign up by noon Wednesday to hold your place for our Wednesday 

Night Supper and Program using the QR Code provided, using 

today’s Attendance Register, or by calling the church office at 662-842-

5681.  The cost for supper is $7 per person, and the menu includes 

Homemade Beef Chili, Homemade White Bean Chicken Chili, Assorted 

Sandwich Sliders, Pizza, Congealed Salad, Cornbread, Fresh Fruit, Full 

Salad Bar, and Assorted Desserts! This week, we will celebrate with our Fall Festival. In lieu of 

tickets for the Fall Festival this year, we are asking each individual to bring a jar of 

peanut butter.  We hope to see you in the Fellowship Hall for  supper at 5:30 P.M. and our 

Fall Festival in the Gym afterwards on Wednesday, October 29! 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Worship Service & Homecoming will be Sunday, November 2, 2025 

with Brunch at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and Worship at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  

You are invited to wear your family tartan or the church’s tartan - Royal Stuart - in full formal 

dress kilt or more casual piece of tartan like a scarf, tie, or shawl.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend & participate, regardless of attire. 



Prayers for this Week  

Cancer Treatment: Ginger Mark, Scar lett Reeder, J im Seiler  

Homebound: Jack Pr ice, Annette Thornton, Gladys Wilson 

College Students: Lewis Herman, Magalie Mar tin, Isabella Posey 

Service Members: Patr ick Hastings, Andrew Ray 

 

Attendance Last Sunday 

9:00 A.M.: 45     11:00 A.M: 87 

Stewardship Update 

                Weekly Budget: $21,281                         Amount Received 10/19/25: $4,776 

                YTD Budgeted Income: $851,234          YTD Income Received: $797,018 













The Mission of First Presbyterian Church is to: 
Learn the Word of God in worship and study. 

Live the Word of God in our homes and communities. 
Lead others to the Word of God in love. 

First Presbyterian Church Staff 
Rev. John Brock, Pastor 

Melissa McDuffie, Director of Youth and Christian Education 
Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music 

Dr. Ray Harris, Organist 
John Buchman, Audio/Visual Technician 

Claire Leeke, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs 
Dr. Kathy McMurry, Treasurer 

Cindy Faucette, Church Librarian 
MJ Whitt, Church Secretary 

Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary 
Penny O’Quinn, Morning Receptionist 

Lucy Wells, Afternoon Receptionist 
Ricky Kimbrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus 

The Session 

Rev. John Brock, Moderator 

Lisa Nichols, Clerk of the Session 

 

     Class of 2026        Class of 2027               Class of 2028                       

         Glen Davidson, Sr.         Heather Crotwell      Jim Bruce 

     Jim Fisher            Amanda Davis        Tatum Collins 

          Ben Hunter           Beth Anne Ellzey      Lee Herman 

         Bob Lence           Mac Godwin         Trey Phyfer 

         Corey Littrell          Mary Margaret Gratz    Buddy Stubbs 

         Helen Monts          Debra Robison        Virginia Toliver 

             Aubre Wells          Liz Rose            Kathy Wallace 


