First Presbyterian Church

400 W Jefferson Street
Tupelo, Mississippi

THE MISSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS TO:
Learn the Word of God in worship and study.

Live the Word of God in our homes and communitzes.
Lead others to the Word of God in love.

Visit us online. www.firstprestupelo.org
https://www.facebook.com/FPCTupelo
662.842.5681



http://www.firstprestupelo.org
https://www.facebook.com/FPCTupelo

SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 9:00 & 11:00 A.M.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lorp is our God, the LOorD alone. You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.”
-DEUTERONOMY 6:4-5

*Congregation standing as able. Bold is spoken by the congregation.
CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME, CONCERNS, AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE The King of Love My Shepherd Is DALE WooD

INTROIT O God, Beyond All Praising Gustav HOLST/ROBERT HOBBY

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Hear, O people of God:
The LorbD is our God, the LORrRD alone.
We will love the LorD our God
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
The greatest commandment is this:
Love God, and love your neighbor as yourself.
We gather to worship the God who first loved us,

that we might learn to love as God loves.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of love and life,
You have called us to love You
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength,
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
By Your Spirit, draw us near today,
that we might be shaped by Your Word,




renewed by Your grace,
and sent out as witnesses of Your love.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*HymN OF PrRAISE No. 376  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL

CALL TO CONFESSION
God’s law is good: it teaches us to love God and neighbor.
But we fall short of that calling,
turning inward, forgetting others, and neglecting God.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin together.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God,
You command us to love You with all that we are
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
We confess that we fail to obey.
We turn from You in our thoughts,
neglect our neighbors in our actions,
and seek our own comfort above all.
Forgive us, O God.
Teach us again Your perfect love
and fill us with Your Spirit,
that we may walk in Your ways

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

(Time of Silent Confession)
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Friends, hear the good news:
The Lord our God is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
*RESPONSE No. 579 Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

RESPONSIVE READING MATTHEW 22:37-40
Jesus said to him,
“’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.’
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
CHILDREN’S SERMON
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 6:4-9 PEw BIBLE, PG. 163
ANTHEM This Is My Commandment LARRY SHACKLEY

This is My commandment, that you love one another,
Love one another as I have loved you.
Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends if you do whatever I command you.
This is My commandment, that you love one another,

Love one another as I have loved you.

GOSPEL READING MARK 12:28-34 PEw BIBLE, PG. 49

SERMON “All You Need Is Love” REev. JouN Brock



*STATEMENT OF FAITH — from The Westminster Shorter Catechism

42. What 1s the sum of the Ten Commandments?

The sum of the Ten Commandments is: to love the LORD our God with all our
heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and our

neighbors as ourselves.

*HyMN OF AFFIRMATION NoO. 355 Though I May Speak O WALY WALY
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom,

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY Aria W. A. MOZART

*DoxoLoGy No. 592

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God,
You have poured out Your love on us.
Take these gifts,
and use them to share Your love with the world.
Shape us, too, into faithful disciples,
loving You and our neighbors in all we do.

Through Christ we pray. Amen.



*CLOSING HYmN The Lord is God AZMON
(see insert)

PoOSTLUDE Fanfare MARK OTTERSTAD

*BENEDICTION

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Are you looking for a church home? If so, please speak to our minister following

worship or email him at pastor@firstprestupelo.org.

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.

Ritual of friendship — Members and Visitors: Please sign the attendance register
and pass it down your pew. Please read the names, greet one another, and meet new members

and visitors.

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God in honor of Ms. Alice Rogers
by Michelle and Joey Hutto.

All children are welcome in worship! Children’s activity bags and special bulletins are
available for all ages and are located with our regular worship bulletins in the Narthex.
Nursery care is available for newborns through four-year-olds. Please ask an usher for
directions to the nursery if you are visiting for the first time. After the 11:00 Children’s
Sermon, preschoolers and kindergarteners are invited to attend "Wee Kirk.” This is a time of fun

childcare with age-appropriate songs and games.

The service is live streamed and available for viewing on YouTube.com by those unable
to be with us this morning. Search firstprestupelo. We also invite you to visit our website at

www.firstprestupelo.org.

We care about you as we care about each other. If you would like to submit a prayer
request, you may use the blue cards in the pews or in McFadden Hall, and our pastoral staff

and prayer partners will pray for you.


mailto:pastor@firstprestupelo.org

Leading the worship service today: Melissa McDulffie, Dr. Bob Taylor, Dr. Ray Harris

Liturgist: 9:00: Lori Robertson
11:00: Trey Leeke
Greeters: 9:00: Mac & Sarra Godwin
11:00: Bryan & Natalie Ellis, Daintry Thomas






PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK
Cancer Treatment: Ginger Mark, Scarlett Reeder, Jim Seiler
Homebound: John Gaston, Joy Hyatt, Betty Nash
College Students: Ross Reeder, Olivia Reynolds, Walt Rose

Service Members: Patrick Hastings, Andrew Ray

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY
9:00 AM.:49 11:00 A.M: 92

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
Weekly Budget: $21,281 Amount Received 9/14/25: $4,192
YTD Budgeted Income: $766,110 YTD Income Received: $739,129

UrcOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our weekly Bible study will meet this Monday, September 22 at 11:00 A.M. We will
continue meeting in the Bolton/Sistahood Room. This group enjoys engaging discussions and

fellowship and is open to everyone. This week, we will be studying Luke 22.

Sign up by noon Wednesday to hold your place for our Wednesday Night Supper and
Program using the QR Code provided, using today’s Attendance Register, or by calling the
church office at 662-842-5681. This week the cost is $7 per person, and we will enjoy Italian
Lasagna with Meat Sauce, Fried and Grilled Chicken Tenders, Homestyle Green Beans,
Roasted Fresh Vegetables, Congealed Salad, Rolls, Full Salad Bar, Fresh Fruit, and Assorted
Desserts! Our program will be Kirkin of the Tartans 101. We hope to see you in the
Fellowship Hall for supper and fellowship at 5:30 P.M. Wednesday, September 24!

Collars for Elementary & Cherub Choir—We need people to help sew on September 24
starting at 9:30 A.M. and going until 6:00 P.M. in the extra preschool classroom. Come as you
are available. Can’t sew? No worries! We need people to cut and press, as well!l Contact

Cindy Faucette with any questions at 662.231.6827.

In Worship during the month of September, we will be focusing on the theme of Follow
Jesus. For September 28, the mini-theme will be "Follow Jesus by Making Disciples" and our
scripture passage will be from Mathew 28:16-20 and Matthew 3:13-17.









THE MISSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS TO:
Learn the Word of God in worship and study.
Live the Word of God in our homes and communities.
Lead others to the Word of God in love.

THE SESSION
Rev. John Brock, Moderator
Lisa Nichols, Clerk of the Session

CLASs OF 2026 CrAss oF 2027 CLAss oF 2028
Glen Davidson, Sr. Heather Crotwell Jim Bruce

Jim Fisher Amanda Davis Tatum Collins
Ben Hunter Beth Anne Ellzey Lee Herman
Bob Lence Mac Godwin Trey Phyfer
Corey Littrell Mary Margaret Gratz ~ Buddy Stubbs
Helen Monts Debra Robison Virginia Toliver
Aubre Wells Liz Rose Kathy Wallace

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Rev. John Brock, Pastor
Melissa McDuftie, Director of Youth and Christian Education
Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music
Dr. Ray Harris, Organist
John Buchman, Audio/Visual Technician
Claire Leeke, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs
Dr. Kathy McMurry, Treasurer
Cindy Faucette, Church Librarian
MJ Whitt, Church Secretary
Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary
Penny O’Quinn, Morning Receptionist
Lucy Wells, Afternoon Receptionist
Ricky Kimbrell, Maintenance Superintendent
Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus



