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“Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice.”  

- Proverbs 1:20  

*Congregation standing as able.                                           Bold is spoken by the congregation. 

 

Chiming of the Hour 

 

Welcome, Concerns, and Celebrations of the Church 

 

Prelude The Ash Grove arr.Dale Wood 

 

Introit Simple Gifts arr. Ryan Murphy 

 

*Call to Worship 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

but delight in the law of the Lord. 
 

We come to worship the One whose wisdom is our life, 

whose word roots us like trees beside living water. 
 

Let us seek the path that leads to righteousness and peace. 
 

Let us worship God with joy and reverence. 

 

*Prayer of the Day  

Holy God, 

You call out to us like wisdom in the streets, 

like a mother longing to gather her children. 

Open our ears to your voice, 

our hearts to your truth, 

and our lives to your way. 

Root us beside your streams of living water, 
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that we may flourish in your love 

and bear the fruit of justice, mercy, and peace. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*Hymn of Praise No. 476    O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! Lyons 

 

Call to Confession 

Jesus weeps over the cities of this world, 

and Wisdom cries out to all who turn away. 

Let us return to God with contrite hearts, 

trusting in God’s mercy and truth. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

God of Wisdom, 

we confess that we often refuse your counsel. 

We turn away from your cries, 

ignore your prophets, 

and follow voices that flatter or soothe. 

We do not weep over what you weep over. 

We do not walk in your ways. 

Forgive our stubbornness, 

soften our hearts, 

and lead us once more in the way of life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

(Time of Silent Confession) 

 

(Congregation please sing) Kyrie       



Assurance of Pardon 

The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

and though we falter, Christ gathers us in mercy. 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

*Response No. 579                                  Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Children’s Sermon             

 

Two Cents a Meal Offering 

 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

Responsive Reading                                          Psalm 1 

Happy are those 

    who do not follow the advice of the wicked 

or take the path that sinners tread 

    or sit in the seat of scoffers, 

but their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

    and on his law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees 

    planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

    and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper. 

The wicked are not so 

    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment 



    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous, 

for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked will perish. 

     
New Testament Reading Matthew 23:37-39    Pew Bible, pg. 26 

 
Anthem Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom Donna Kasbohm 
 
Old Testament Reading Proverbs 1:20-33        Pew Bible, pg. 584 

 
Sermon “She Raises Her Voice”          Rev. John Brock 
 
*Statement of Faith — from The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day, He rose agian from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



*Hymn of Affirmation God is Wisdom, God is Love Rathbun 
(see insert) 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy  will be 

done on earth, as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                        

 
Offertory Hyfrydol arr. John Purifoy 
  
*Doxology No. 592 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Unison Prayer of Dedication     

God of mercy and grace, 

we offer these gifts as signs of our gratitude. 

Use them—and us—for the building of your kingdom, 

the blessing of your people, 

and the witness of your wisdom in the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

*Closing Hymn No. 540     God Be With You Till We Meet Again  Randolph 
 
Postlude       Praise Ye the Lord, Almighty Paul Manz 
 
*Benediction 





Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 

Are you looking for a church home? If so, please speak to our minister following                 

worship or email him at pastor@firstprestupelo.org. 

 

Large print hymnals are available from the ushers.  

 

Ritual of friendship — Members and Visitors: Please sign the attendance register                      

and pass it down your pew.  Please read the names, greet one another, and meet new members 

and visitors. 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God in memory of my precious 

daughter, Denise, and my dear husband, Bob, from Bonnie Williford.  
 

All children are welcome in worship! Children’s activity bags and special bulletins are 

available for all ages and are located with our regular worship bulletins in the Narthex. Nursery 

care is available for newborns through four-year-olds. Please ask an usher for directions to the 

nursery if you are visiting for the first time. After the 11:00 Children’s Sermon, preschoolers 

and kindergarteners are invited to attend "Wee Kirk.”  This is a time of fun childcare with age-

appropriate songs and games.  

The service is live streamed and available for viewing on YouTube.com by those unable to 

be with us this morning. Search firstprestupelo. We also invite you to visit our website at 

www.firstprestupelo.org. 

We care about you as we care about each other. If you would like to submit a prayer                       

request, you may use the blue cards in the pews or in McFadden Hall, and our pastoral staff and 

prayer partners will pray for you. 

 

Leading the worship service today: Rev. John Brock, Dr. Bob Taylor, Dr. Ray Harris, Nan 

Lawrence   

Liturgist:  9:00:  Sam Agnew 

 11:00:  Sheree Lence 

Greeters:  9:00:  Sarah Helen Beckham, Virginia Toliver  

 11:00:  Jack & Aubre Wells & Family 

mailto:pastor@firstprestupelo.org


              Prayers for this Week  

Cancer Treatment: Ginger Mark, Scar lett Reeder, J im Seiler  

Homebound: Ruby Kathryn Patterson, Barbara Pr ice, Jack Pr ice 

College Students: Walt Rose, Jenkins Wells, Ana Morgan Beckham  

Service Members: Patr ick Hastings, Andrew Ray 

 

Attendance Last Sunday 

One Service at 10:30 A.M.: 182 

 

Stewardship Update 

               Weekly Budget: $17,025                         Amount Received 8/3/25: $8,194 

                YTD Budgeted Income: $680,987          YTD Income Received: $675,583 

 

Upcoming Events and Announcements 

Our weekly Bible study will meet this Monday, August 11 at 11:00 A.M. We will continue 

meeting in the Bolton/Sistahood Room. This group enjoys engaging discussions and 

fellowship and is open to everyone.  This week, we will be studying Luke 18. 

For August, I want to try something different. I am going to send out the main passage I will be 

preaching from, and I would like anyone who is interested in reading the passage and sending 

me their thoughts on the passage to participate. The passage for August 17 is Proverbs 3:3-4; 

27-30. If you have any thoughts or ideas or questions from the passage, please email me at 

pastor@firstprestupelo.org or come by the office! Please do so by Wednesday, August 13, 

so I will have time to think about and integrate your ideas into the sermon. 

We would like to thank Nan Lawrence for her beautiful playing in the service today.  

It is with great joy that we announce the marriage of Theresa White and Steve McCormick, 

who were married on August 4. Please congratulate them when you get the opportunity. 
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Learn the Word of God in worship and study. 
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First Presbyterian Church Staff 
Rev. John Brock, Pastor 

Melissa McDuffie, Director of Youth and Christian Education 
Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music 

Dr. Ray Harris, Organist 
John Buchman, Audio/Visual Technician 

Claire Leeke, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs 
Dr. Kathy McMurry, Treasurer 

Cindy Faucette, Church Librarian 
MJ Whitt, Church Secretary 

Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary 
Penny O’Quinn, Morning Receptionist 

Lucy Wells, Afternoon Receptionist 
Ricky Kimbrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus 

The Session 

Rev. John Brock, Moderator 

Lisa Nichols, Clerk of the Session 

 

     Class of 2026        Class of 2027               Class of 2028                       

         Glen Davidson, Sr.         Heather Crotwell      Jim Bruce 

     Jim Fisher            Amanda Davis        Tatum Collins 

          Ben Hunter           Beth Anne Ellzey      Lee Herman 

         Bob Lence           Mac Godwin         Trey Phyfer 

         Corey Littrell          Mary Margaret Gratz    Buddy Stubbs 

         Helen Monts          Debra Robison        Virginia Toliver 

             Aubre Wells          Liz Rose            Kathy Wallace 


