
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls but do not
show love to my family, I am just another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet
meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime but do not show love to my
family, I’m just another cook.
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that I have to charity
but do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing.
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of
holiday parties and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, I have missed
the point.

-Love stops cooking to hug the child.
-Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband.
-Love is kind, though harried and tired.
-Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas china and table
linens.
-Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way but is thankful they are there to
be in the way.
-Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in
giving to those who can’t.
-Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
-Love never fails.

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust. But giving the
gift of love will endure.

Merry Christmas,
Olin (author of article unknown)
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Session Digest
1. No 8:30 a.m. worship service on December 24
and December 31

2. There will be two Christmas Eve services on
December 24, one at 6:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

3. Sunday School on Christmas Eve morning and
New Year's Eve mornings will be held, but as a
chuch wide fellowship hour.

-Christmas Eve will be a Live Nativity,
similar to what has been done during
the 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service.

-New Year's Eve will be a coffee/
fellowship hour with food provided by
the Christian Education committee.

4. Confirmation retreat is January 12-13 for the 7th
and 8th graders.

5. $829,816 has been pledges to date toward the
2018 budget total of $855,697. Pledges are a 14%
increase over 2016 pledges. We appreciate
everyone's hard work, participation and sharing
back of the resources God has shared with them.

6. Youth Information

-12 youth have signed up as well as five
adult chaperones, to attend the Boston
Youth Trip.

-Kimmel Monts has agreed to serve as
Youth Advisor/will begin by early
December

-There will be a lock-in December 15 to
celebrate school out, exams over and
Christmas break. Will include a
progressive dinner to be hosted at the
homes of Wanda Dent, Judy Thomas
and Ann Godwin.

7. Faithbuilder Dates

FALL

-Advent Fair is Wednesday, Nov. 29

-Wednesday, Dec. 6 will center on
Christmas music in the Sanctuary.

-Joy gift is Wednesday Dec. 13, and will
close the Faithbuilders calendar year.

SPRING

-Will start back on Jan. 10 with an
Epiphany service.

-John Armistead will lead the service
for the month of April.

-Emily reported that she is looking into
possibly doing a doing with the "Stop
Hunger Now" program

-Other possibilities include a continuation
of Olin's "Being Presbyterian"class and a
series on Prayer.

-The last Wednesday night service will
be on May 2.

8. Starbucks gift cards will be sent to our college
students the first week of December.

9. Poinsettias will be delivered to our shut-ins the
first part of December.

10. Silent Auction on Sunday, November 19 raised
almost $4,000 for Water Missions.

11. Recycle Program of FPC planned

-Now have two dedicated recycle cans
on wheels

-Inside will begin placing "recycle" cans
next to trash cans

-Opportunity to educate congregation
and especially children on recycling

-Also serves as a Mission Outreach
demonstrating good stewardship and
conservation
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Christmas Eve
Sunday School for all ages!

10am - Fellowship Hall

Join us for an Impromptu Nativity
everyone can participate as we tell the

story of the birth of Jesus!



13. The new updated website should be up and
running by end of the year.

14. Giving online is available. The new website
should make this process easier.

-Paypal is already available.

-Givelify will be added.

15. What will be happening at FPC?

-11/26/17 Baptism of Oliver Hester Ingram
at 11:00 service. Son of Jamie and Abby
Ingram and grandson of Jim and Heather
Ingram.

-Hanging of the Green and decorating
Chrismon tree after 11:00 a.m. service.

-12/09/17 Margaret Burleson/Clayton
Jarvis wedding with Ann Kelly and
organist, Martha Monroe

-12/10/17 Baptism of Christopher
Kincannon Rogers 11:00 a.m. service. Son
of Kyle and Brittany Rogers and grandson
of Chris and Holly Rogers

-12/10/17 Chancel Choir Christmas Music

-12/13/17 Joy Gift Program

-12/17/17 Tower Ringers during worship
service

-12/24/17 Christmas Eve schedule 11a.m.,
6:00 p.m., and 11:00 p.m.

-1/12/18 Confirmation Retreat for 7th and
8th graders

-4/21/18 Thomas Groome IV and Lyndsey
Johnson wedding with Tom Groome III and
Ray Harris

-6/2/18 Alix Robbins/Travis Roaten
wedding with Olin McBride

Operation Christmas
Child Report
First Presbyterian’s participation in Operation
Christmas Child 2017 yielded 212 filled
shoeboxes! The shoeboxes were delivered to

Harrisburg Baptist which is serving as Tupelo’s
drop- off location. The boxes were unloaded by
several excited volunteers ranging in age from
5-60. After unloading, stacking, and counting the
shoeboxes, the volunteers asked me to join them as
they prayed over the boxes destined for children
around the world. It was a very uplifting
experience for me as we joined hands around the
boxes and asked God to bless not only the children
that would receive them but also the individuals
that packed them and the church they represent. It
was a wonderful example of how we can all come
together in Christ as we do His work. Thank you
for the part you played in making this year’s
campaign a success. To say it would not have been
possible without your help is an understatement!
May God continue to bless First Presbyterian
Church.

In gratitude,

Mary Stubbs

From Administrative
Committee
It is a distinct pleasure to give a committee update
when so many positive things are happening in our
church. For starters, pledges so far total $829,816
versus $726,508 for all of last year. That’s a 14%
increase so far, and we will probably receive
several more pledges for a final accounting.

Among other things, this level of commitment will
meet the needs of our operating committees and
enable us to give our hard-working staff a pay
raise, which has not been possible three of the last
four years.

As a church in transition with respect to our pastor
search process, our guidelines call for a self-study
by the congregation. We are engaging a consulting
firm to assist us in the survey process. Chris
Rogers will chair a special committee to plan for
this important activity. We will be communicating
more about this during the month of December and
expect to perform the survey during the month of
January.
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At the Presbytery level, the executive presbyter
and the Committee on Ministry are responsible for
advising us through this transition. They continue
to be supportive as we move forward, as they were
during our search for an interim pastor.

In February we should be ready to name a pastor
nominating committee. Obviously, this is a
critically important part of the sequence of actions.
We continue to be blessed by having Olin
McBride‘s leadership during these steps we are
taking as a congregation.

Aubrey Patterson, Administrative Chairperson

Dreams
During a recent visit with one of our homebound
shortly after lunch I noticed a plate of untouched
food sitting on the end of the bed. This prompted
me to ask about what was served for lunch. I was
really concerned about this person’s eating habits. I
was told that nothing tasted good and there was a
need for better food. I was then asked what I had
for lunch. I shared that I had eaten a pimento
cheese sandwich. I told about my source of
pimento cheese at a store in Memphis. We
continued to talk about food for a few minutes
until I was asked how far it is to Memphis. I said
about two hours wondering why this question was
asked. The homebound looked at me as serious as
he could be and said, “Let’s go to Memphis and
get one of those sandwiches.” I could not hold it
back. I burst out laughing. In spite of all the
limitations in making such a trip, this person had
been sitting there dreaming about having a pimento
cheese sandwich. I thought it was wonderful. After
explaining that it would be a fun trip and
expressing my wish that this could happen, I let the
homebound know it would not be possible. Deep
down, there was an awareness of the truth in what I
was saying. I liked the fact that for a moment the
possibilities for such a trip were real even though
in a dream-like state of mind.

Dreaming is not limited to the young. Each of us
needs a place to get away, if not in a dream then
some other way. It can be helpful to leave time
each day to dream a little. In doing so, we keep

alive the big ideas that are so easy to dismiss. The
homebound I was visiting needed to get the idea of
a trip to Memphis out front and see what it looked
like. I felt privileged that he could do this with me.
It was a good feeling for this homebound to dream
just a little even though there was the realization it
was not possible for it to become a reality.

I like what Carl Burn once said, “A child on a farm
sees a plane fly overhead and dreams of a faraway
place. A traveler on the plane sees the farmhouse
and dreams of home.” Another quote is from Yogi
Berra: “You can’t think and hit at the same time.”

Acts 2:17 comes to mind: “In the last days it will
be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”

It is ok here in the south to dream of a white
Christmas.

Ron Richardson

Parish Associate for Pastoral Care

Stewardship Season
While stewardship season never “ends” the 2018
campaign is coming to a close. On behalf of the
stewardship committee, I would like to thanks all
of you for your participation in this year’s
campaign. The 2018 pledges have exceeded the
past several year’s pledges, and will allow FPC to
expand our reach in doing God’s work through
First Pres. Members of First Pres never cease to
amaze me with their generosity and always step up
when we are challenged. The entire committee
worked very hard and was committed to a
successful year from our first meeting. Thanks
again for your generosity in this year’s stewardship
campaign.

2018 - 130 Pledges received $ 830,016

2017 total was $726,508
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Youth News
The youth are looking forward to the upcoming
Christmas season! We will gather December 15 to
celebrate the first night of Christmas break
together with a lock-in around town and at the
church. We will have a Progressive Dinner to be
hosted by Wanda and George Dent, Judy Thomas
and Ann and Chauncey Godwin before coming
back to church for late night and early morning
fun, devotion and fellowship! If your youth is
interested in attending, please let us know by
December 8th so we can plan for food and
transportation!

The group for the Boston Mission Trip has been
set and includes 5 adults and 12 youth. We are
looking forward to a wonderful week experiencing
the culture and history of Boston, ministering and
being ministered to, and having lots of fun!

Registration for Montreat and Montreat Middle
School will begin in December! Parents, please be
looking for an email with details early this month!
Deadline to register will be January 8. Montreat
dates are July 7-14 in Montreat, NC, and Montreat
Middle School dates are July 18-22 in Maryville
College in TN. This week is a powerful tool for
relationship building and strengthening the overall
dynamics of the group. I would love to have a full
bus to each conference!

Thank you for the honor of working with these
wonderful youth and for the continued support of
this congregation!

Melissa McDuffie

Property and Grounds
CLC Policy

P and G is reviewing FPC‘s policy for use of
church facilities. The committee does not believe
any major changes will occur and that only
minimal editing will be recommended

FPC ADA Parking

Two American Disability Act (HDCP) parking
spots have been added behind the Sanctuary.
Further review of the area is underway.

Closets and Inventory

P and G’s goal of completing the inventory of all
storage areas at FPC by October 15 has been
delayed due to the amount of items in storage.
Progress has been made with disposal of items that
are dated and not being used. However, care is
being taken to cautiously inventory and organize
the other items. Realistically, we may not be
finished before January. A huge thank you to all
committees for their efforts.

Buddy and Mary Stubb’s family recently gifted
200 new light weight chairs to replace FPC’s old
heavy metal chairs. The new chairs were used at
the Thanksgiving meal November 19. Moving and
set up of the new chairs will help the staff for large
events. The added plus of this gift is that storage of
the new chairs will free up space that the heavy
metal chairs occupied. Many thanks are due to this
loyal family for their generosity.

Signage at FPC

Our committee is currently reviewing
informational and directional signage at FPC. It’s
important for visitors to know the times of services
at FPC. The campus at FPC is already welcoming
but clear directional signage for location of
nursery, office, fellowship hall and preschool is
lacking.

Recycling Program at FPC

Property and Grounds is excited to announce a
major push to enhance recycling at FPC. We soon
will have trash receptacles within the church that
give the option for trash versus approved recycling
such as paper and plastic bottles. Churches should
be an example of this form of stewardship in our
community. This recycling program provides the
opportunity to teach its members and particularly
the youth. We will be helping to “save our planet”
one used plastic or paper item at a time.

Planned sealing of exterior stone

A restoration stone specialist, will soon seal the
exterior stone around one of the stained glass
windows on the west side of the sanctuary.
Recurrent water damage, resulting from seepage,
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has damaged the plaster on the interior wall.

Fiber Arts and Crafts
The knitting and crocheting group has changed its
name to Fiber Arts and Crafts and changed its
meeting day to every Thursday, at 10:00 a.m. in
Room B110. You may join us to work on
whatever project or hobby you like: sewing,
smocking, jewelry-making or anything you want to
bring, as well as knitting and crocheting. You
don’t even have to have a project to join us! Come
sit and chat.

A Special Thanks
The Fellowship Committee would like to thank our
congregation for their assistance and participation
in the Thanksgiving Luncheon. Whether setting a
table or bringing a dish, it is always a wonderful
time for fellowship every year!

Christmas Parade
Our church will be hosting an open house again
this year for the Tupelo Reeds Christmas Parade on
Friday, Dec 1. We ask that members of the
congregation make or send baked goods and/or
appetizers for the open house. We need lots of food
as we always have a big crowd. If you will please
drop your goodies off in the church kitchen by
2:00 pm that day, the Fellowship Committee would
greatly appreciate it! Please contact Sallie Kate
Ray or Holly Rogers with any questions. Thanks
so much!

Preschool News

Christmas Holidays- December 18 – 29

Back to School on January 2, 2018

Open Registration for School Year 2018-2018 is
January 9,2018

Registration for Church members is January 4 &
5, 2018

Notes from Financial
Secretary
Honoraria and Memorials that need
acknowledgments sent prior to Christmas need to
be received in the office by December 8.

Any receipts that have not been submitted for
reimbursement need to be submitted by December
18.

Please remember that to receive contribution credit
for 2016, your contribution must be received in the
office by, or postmarked by, December 31, 2016.

Flower Signup
The flower sign -up calendar for 2018 is now on
the bulletin board by the kitchen. Sign up quickly
to get the dates you prefer. Sunday sanctuary
flowers are a great way to remember loved ones,
celebrate birthdays & anniversaries, etc.

"The Christmas Story"
Please join us on December 15 for our

production of
“The Christmas Story”

performed by the Kindergarten and Four-
Year- Old Classes

of First Presbyterian School
December 15, 2017 at 9:45 a.m. in the
Sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church

We invite everyone to come join us.



Gifts, Memorials &
Honoraria
In memory of
Morris Gil Herndon

Katie & Rob Colley (Guatemala)
Dorothy “Dot” McDuffie

Pete & Kathy McMurry (Music)
Mitch & Harriet Ellett (Landscaping)

Josephine McVay
Susan Boone (Congregational Care)

Scott Nicholson
Travis & Gay Abney (Columbarium)

Michael Osborne
Judy Griffie (Property & Grounds)

Dr. Rud Robison
Marshall & Sarah Jenkins (Columbarium)
Judy Griffie (Property & Grounds)
Tom Bailey (Property & Grounds)
Pete & Kathy McMurry (Guatemala)
Susan Boone (Congregational Care)

Wilson Reeder
Bruce D. Smith (Youth)
David & June Braun (Youth)
Theresa, Will & Cameron White (Youth)
Mike & Daintry Thomas (Columbarium)
Jennifer & Pat Caldwell (Youth)
Ray & Annette Thornton (Columbarium)
Glen & Bonnie Davidson (Youth)
Dr. & Mrs. Dan Brasfield (Youth)
Gennie Adams (Youth)
Kathy & Nap Bryan (Youth)
Judy Griffie (Youth)
Tom Bailey ((Youth)
Pete & Kathy McMurry (Youth)
Susan Boone (Congregational Care)
Travis & Gay Abney (Youth)
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hester (Youth)
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Black (Youth)
Jay Asters & Family (Youth)
Mike & Melody Asters & Family (Youth)
Fulton & Julie Thompson (Youth)
Randy & Lindy Bishop (Youth)
Terri & Larry Stewart (Youth)

Genoa Tallant Smith
Susan Boone (Congregational Care)

In honor of
Mr. & Mrs.Taylor Caldwell

Mary Elizabeth Williams (Flower Guild)
First Presbyterian Preschool Teachers

Jack & Aubre Wells (Preschool)
Dr. Mary Pace

Britt & Alice Rogers (Guatemala)

Birthdays
December
1. Taylor Neal
2. Jackson Caldwell * Bert Hershfelt
6. Rick Jones * Peggie Sue Repult* Kathryn Rhea
7. Tim Posey * Christopher Kincannon Rogers
10. Butch Cockrell * Clayton Rhea
11. Ben Gibens * Ruby Kathryn Patterson *
12. Glen Davidson Jr.
13. Doyce Deas * Sarah Hardison * Sheree Lence
* Tom McDonald
14. Holly Walker * Corey Littrell
15. Carl Comer
17. Amanda Chappell Davis
18. Jane Black
19. Jack Price
21. Carson Clark * Jennifer Martin
22. Kirk Biddle
23. Garra Owens * Joe Sheffield * Barry Walker
26. Mark Cobb * Lacy Luckett
27. Bob Lence
28. Emma Claire Wallace
29. Maggie Gibens
30. Mollie Gratz
31. Helen Monts
January
2. Wendy Parker * Bonnie Williford
3. Emily Barber
4. Bobbie King

Anniversaries
December
11. Roy & Sarah Parker
12. Aubrey & Ruby Kathryn Patterson
14. Rud & Debra Robison
18. Barry & Holly Walker
19. Freddie & Mary Ann Chiles * Corey & Anne
Marie Littrell
20. Bill & Scarlett Reeder
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22. Chuck & Bobbye Carsten
23. Jerry & Carolyn Burkett
27. Jeff & Mitzi Moore
28. Bobby & Martha Dale * Steve & Becki Depew
29. Andy & Lacy Luckett
31. Ron & Deanna Richardson
January
3. Gil & Ann Monaghan
5. Greg & Leslie Burks

November Visitors
Please welcome our visitors every Sunday and
encourage their return. Should they desire
information about our church, please direct them
(if possible, escort them) to the Elder of the Day
after the service.

Al & Becky Ahrensa * Robert & Thane Batte *
Ginny Belk * Myles Bailey * Larry & Miriam
Crowell * Melanie Deas * Anghaarad Teague Dees
* Park, Mer, Rayne, Skye & Ocean Dodge *
Bryan, Amy, Anelise & Alice Fagan* Danielle
Frerer * Olivia Fox * Lin Joiner * Daryl Kent *
Jerri Lamar Kantack * Trey & Claire Leeke *
Molly Lincoln * Robert & Michelle McAuley *
Cindy McAuley * Parker McAuley * Barbara
McCullough * Terri Moss * Julie Monts * Drew
& Lexi Presley * Jody Patterson * Mason Phillips
* Olivia & Kailan Reynolds * Rosalyn Reynolds *
Allan Smith * Rick & Judy Smith * Bob,
Meredith, Nate, Henry & D.J. Swanson * Kristen
& Kelsey Whitten *Mel Whitfield * Blake & Carol
Young * Jean Yarbrough * Kristen & Kelsey
Whitten * Maddin Hutto * Robert, Michelle,
Ferrell & Brooke McAuley * Simms Haguewood *
Mason Phillips * Matthew & Kristen Miller

2018 Stewardship Update
Pledges total $ 830,016

If you have not turned in your pledge,
please do so at your earliest convenience.

Thank you



Happy 100th Birthday Mildred

















Sundays
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Mondays
2:00 p.m. Prayer Partners
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 3

Tuesdays
8:00 p.m. AA, 12&12 Group Mtg.

Wednesdays
5:00 p.m. Faithbuilders
5:30 p.m. Supper Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Bible Study
7:15 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursdays
7:30 a.m. Men's Meeting (Holiday Inn)
10:00 a.m. Fiber Arts & Crafts

Fridays
Noon AA 12&12 Group Mtg

Special Events/Programs
December 2017
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The Church Calendar
December 2017

First Presbyterian Church

400 Jefferson Street

P.O. Box 1725

Tupelo, Mississippi 38802

Friday, December 1 * 7:00 p.m. Christmas Parade Open House
Monday, December 4 * 6:45 p.m. Circle 3 meets at the home of Daintry Thomas
Sunday, December 10* 11:00 a.m. The Carols of Christmas by The Chancel Choir

Monday, December 11 * 10:30 a.m. Circle 2/ home of Lucy Hilbun
Tuesday, December 12 * Noon Circle 4 meets in Session Room
Wednesday, December 13* 6:15 p.m. Children’s Joy Gift Program

Sunday, December 24 * 6:00 & 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion Services
Monday, December 25 * Church Office Closed


