
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE CONGREGATION AND FRIENDS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, TUPELO, MS.

A Message From Our Interim Pastor...
The Reverand Dr. Olin McBride

April at a Glance...

April 1 * 9:45 a.m
Easter Sunday Brunch in
Stuart Gardens

April 2 * 6:45 p.m
Circle 3 at Judy Thomas' home

April 9 * 9:30 a.m
Circle 2 at Susan Boone's
home

April 10 * Noon
Circle 5 in the Session Room

April 16 * 5:30 p.m
Session Meeting

Christ is risen! This proclamation isn’t just an event that we
celebrate on Easter Sunday. It is our Christian battle cry!
Christ is risen! Notice the present tense is. This isn’t an event
in the past. It is an ever-present happening that fuels our living
and vibrant faith! Christ is alive and working through you and
me! Christ is! Right now! Hallelujah!

The significance of the Resurrection as a historical event is
simply incredible. It is the cornerstone of our Spiritual
substance. Christ’s resurrection galvanized his reluctant,
disbelieving disciples. Out of their disillusionment emerged a
recommitted group who carried Christianity to the four corners
of the world.
The importance of the Resurrection as a continuing event for
today, tomorrow, and forever after is even more profound. It is
victory over death. It is the promise of new life. And it is our
commitment to share this extraordinary news to which each of
us should rededicate ourselves this Easter season.
Christ is risen! Today! Tomorrow! Always! Even unto the end of
the world! Hallelujah!
Peace,

Olin
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Session Digest
1. The Holy Cow Executive Summary will be distributed to the
congregation.
2. Distribution of Armisted/Puckett Memorial Endowment funds
as requested by Presbyterian Women.

-$3,000 Meals on Wheels
-$3,000 Boys and Girls Club
-$2,000 FPC Tupelo youth camps and trip scholarships

3. Olin‘s contract as interim pastor has been extended to 12
months from now. This is the maximum term permitted for an
interim and will allow time for an orderly process to be conducted
by the pastor nominating committee.
4. May 6 - Youth Sunday and Senior Recognition Lunch and Youth
Auction after worship. Christian Education will coordinate the
meal.
5. A new Vacation Bible School model for 2018 - a weekend
church family VBS for all ages August 11 and 12 with
programming for all ages! Jimmy Hardin, professor at MSU in
biblical archeology, is the speaker for adults.
6. The Question That Never Goes Away by Philip Yancey has been
approved for the Frances Sheffield Class.

7. There will be one worship service at 10:00 a.m. during the
summer months, beginning May 27.
8. Dr. Ben Mathes of Mission: Hope will preach on May 20. He is
the founder and president of Mission: Hope, an international
exploration and development agency that targets remote river
basins.
9. On Sunday April 15 and 22, we will have a “Minute for Time
and Talents” at 8:30 and 11:00 when we will explain the “new”
Time and Talents sheet.

4/8/2018 - Communion Sunday and Horn
Lake Choir for Sanctuary Artist Series

4/15/2018 - Baptism of Brittain Rafael
Frank Rogers, son of Britt and Meghan
Rogers

4/21/2018 -Wedding of Thomas Groome
IV and Lindsey Johnson with Tom
Groome III officiating

Upcoming Dates to Remember
5/6/2018 - Youth Sunday
5/13/2018 - Baccalaureate Sunday andCommunion observed and Mother’s Day
6/2/2018 -Wedding of Alix Robbins andTravis Roaten with Olin McBrideofficiating

6/9/2018-Wedding of Elizabeth
Johnson and B. Jay Nelson with Tom
Bryson officiating
6/30/2018 -Wedding of Abby Wallace
and Brent Heavener with Olin
McBride officiating



A recent question to me from one of our homebound was, “Are you working?” I am never quite sure about an answer for this
part of my life.My resume includes information about my retirement. I go on trips. I have been on many motorcycle rides across the
country. I teach T’ai Chi Chih twice each week. Another class is being considered at the church. I am on civic committees. I have the title
of Parish Associate for Pastoral Care at First Presbyterian. I supply for various churches in the Presbytery. I enjoy visits with our sons and
their families. Am I working? Yes and no.

There is more rest than I had when working full time. In my older years it is a good counterbalance for past years of labor,
pain, and discontent. Like labor, finding ways to rest has its challenges because I look for ways to relax, to enjoy, be refreshed, and stay
as young as possible. This is not always easy to do. Rest is like a pillar of my body’s rhythm, a measure between work and play. I need an
answer to the question “Relax from what?” Is my rest required or deserved? When the end comes,my hope is that good rest and good
work will make a peaceful death. A quote by George Moore on a plaque given to me by my wife Deanna reminds me of a treasured
place for rest: “A man travels the world in search of what he needs and returns home to find it.”

The meaning of work took a turn back there somewhere for me. Rather than my work and the question of whether I am
working or not, I prefer now to think of how God is at work in my life and in the lives of others. After a wonderful visit with the 99-year-
old homebound who had asked me whether I was working, I offered a prayer.When the prayer ended, this person needed to cry as a
way of washing away the pain coming from the recent loss of her 100-year-old husband to whom she had been married for 72 years. In
the words of Elihu as he proclaimed God’s majesty to Job (37:14): “Stop and consider the wondrous works of God.”

-Ron Richardson, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care

WORK
Dear First Presbyterian Friends,

Words cannot express our appreciation of the love and support given to our family
during my eye surgeries and issues. Thank you all for the cards, calls, texts, and

especially for the prayers. Thanks to those who provided food, sent flowers and made
visits. It is a blessing to feel a part of your church family. Your thoughtfulness and
kindness mean a lot to us. Thank you for your continued prayers during the recovery

and healing period.
God bless you.

Eddie, Debbie & Madison Baker

A Moment for Missions
Guatemala 2018
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This year we had the best mission trip ever! Somehow, this
continues to be true year after year. Eighteen Americanos joined
four Guatemaltecos in Mazatenango [Mazate] and Chimaltenango
for the installation of two new water systems—one in the New
Jerusalem Presbyterian Church in Mazatenango and another in
Rosario Public School in El Rosario, Chimaltenango.We had two
first-timers: Park Dodge and Margaret Parker. Park was on the
review team with John Fleming and George Dent.Margaret was
on the education team with Lisa Nichols and Rubenia Sanchez at
the New Jerusalem Presbyterian Church installation. John
Fleming, Ben Eakes and Steve Bryson installed the water system at
New Jerusalem Presbyterian in Mazate. Tom Billups, Keener
Billups, Omar Marroquin and Steve Hazard installed the water
system in El Rosario Public School, while Jean Magee and Ron
Richardson led the education for this system. The installation of
the two systems provided an interesting contrast in partner
relations and preparation. The folks at New Jerusalem
Presbyterian were very well prepared for the water team and had
not only gathered all the necessary local materials but also had
built a very nice room for the water system. The education classes
went well, and the teams left with a sense of accomplishment.
New Jerusalem asked us to survey a church for a possible water
project next year—a sister church,Mount Hebron Presbyterian,
which turned out to be a good prospect. However, the school at El
Rosario was short on funds.We thank Judy Mancilla of Guatemala
Prospera who met with the village and lent money to them for the
building to house the water system. This unusual wooden building
was built especially for the water system and provided many
challenges to the installation team. In spite of the challenges and
delays, the installation team admirably completed the installation
on schedule! The education team had a wonderful and successful
experience with the school teachers and children at the school!
Six folks on the medical team conducted medical missions in two
villages—Cerro Alto and El Rosario. Both villages are
predominately Mayan and are located in the department of
Chimaltenango in the central highlands of Guatemala. Dr.Mary
Pace, Billie Joe Coleman, Glenn Thomas, Lou Remmers, Robin

Faucette, Josefina Rayburn and Jorge Hernandez comprised the
medical team. They were joined by Judy Mansilla of Guatemala
Prospera who helped translate. When Judy left for a trip to the
U.S Minor Moralds, also of Guatemala prospera, filled in. The
medical team worked tirelessly and saw 50-90 patients a day.
Jorge is a local physical therapist in Chimaltenanho who
volunteered his time and worked with Lou Remmers, a Tupelo
physical therapist, to ease pain for many patients.
The survey team: John Fleming, Park Dodge and George Dent-
arrived a week early and reviewed most of our previous systems.
We have 19 partners in Guatemala now.Most of our partners are
doing well, some very well, one exceptionally well, and a couple
are challenged. Park provided fresh eyes and insight. He pointed
out that in addition to the water, health benefits and
empowerment to our partners, we are also providing an economic
benefit to our partners and the people they serve as well as the
people hired to operate the systems and distribute the water.
Steve Young of Living Waters for the World joined us, and we
visited families that benefit from the water systems at El Arca
Presbyterian Church in Colomba and at El Arca de Noe
Presbyterian Church in Morelia. Steve Young also went with us on
a survey trip to Mount Hebron Presbyterian Church (a prospect for
next year) and on a review trip to The Beautiful Presbyterian
Church in San Jose La Gloria. The Beautiful Presbyterian Church is
located at the end of a long road into cane fields. This system,
installed last year, is doing well distributing water and meeting
various challenges new and old.
Mindful that these missions do not just happen, we are grateful to
all our team members for their participation, and to Jorge
Hernandez, Judy Mansilla, Rubenia Sanchez and Omar Marroquin
for joining us and helping ensure the success of our missions this
year.We are grateful to all of you for supporting these missions.
We are most grateful to God for all our blessings and another year
of successful missions with our brothers and sisters in Guatemala!

-George Dent

Guatemala Trip Report



“Teacher hain’t it true teacher that if God loves ever’body, then we’uns got to love ever’body too?”
“Yes, Little Burl, it is true.”
So once I shut down my privilege of disliking anyone I chose . . . Greater understanding, growing compassion came to me.

"Christy" by Catherine Marshall

Did the lord really rise from the dead?
Is it true that He is alive!
Was that tomb in Jerusalem really empty?
Can we believe it?
Do we believe it?

We are to remember His death.
Never did He ask that we should commemorate His birth . . .
Not once did He request that any of the wonderful deeds
He performed should be immortalized.
Only this - His last and greatest work - the work of redemption.
“The First Easter” by Peter Marshall

“He loves us . . . That is why a hideous cross has become the world’s symbol of blessing.”
“The First Easter” by Peter Marshall

When you pass the library, you may glance in and think, “Yes, there it
is. That’s the library.” It may look the same to you, but it is not the
same. Your librarians are working hours every week so that everything
will be attractive, orderly, useful. Bonnie Davidson, Leslie Hastings,
Lisa Johnson, and Margaret Anne Murphy and putting in hard hours
every week. This great group would like to welcome a new librarian;
Kim Burleson. Kim has graciously agreed to work with us and has
already made a tremendous difference. She is delightful, she works
hard, she has a wonderful attitude.

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.” - Colossians 3:23

I am constantly amazed by the talented, capable, giving members of
FPC. I did one of those “ask and ye shall receive” things a few weeks
ago. The library needed a particular book- stand to fit behind the main
desk in the library. This particular piece could have been bought, but
for a very high price. I decided to explain my dilemma to Billy Caples,
and now the library has just what it needs. Billy can obviously get
wood to do exactly what he wants it to do, but I believe we have
Camille to thank for the stain that blends in so well with the other
furniture. Thanks to both Billy and Camille for helping the library in
this wonderful way! What wonderful people!

Library Lines

Newest Members of FPC...
Allan Smith
March 11

Kristin and
Kelsey Whitten

March 25
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This is an exciting month in the life of our congregation as we join together in welcoming seven new members to
our fold! Our Confirmands began a journey in January with an overnight retreat at Camp Hopewell. Here we
started our study to discover what it means to be Presbyterian, to learn more about God’s word, to strengthen our
faith and to realize what our spiritual gifts might be and how we can use them to bring glory to God. As part of this
process, each Confirmand wrote a faith statement putting into words what it is that they believe. Below you will
find each of their faith statements.

Jenkins Wells, son of Jack and Aubre Wells
I believe that God is our Father, the maker of everyone on Earrth
and in Heaven. I believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God who
came from Heaven as a man to live as one of us. He was cruicified
on the Cross, and now sits at the right hand of God. His death
redeemed all of us who believe in God. Our sins were forgiven in
His sacrifice. As a follower of Christ, I believe that the Holy Spirit
lives among us and works in us to do God's will on Earth. The
Spirit leads me, guides me, and directs me in my life choices. God
gace us the church as our community.We worship together, and
as a community, we love and support one another. The church's
mission is to bring other people to believe in Hesus so that
everyone can know salvation.

Mazzie Cooper, daughter of Sheryl and Wilton Cooper,
granddaughter of Diana Schmoeller
I believe that God is the father of all of us. He made heaven and
earth. He made us in his image. He made us perfect until the
serpent tricked us into sin and moved us away from God. To fix
the disconnection between us and God he sent Jesus to the earth.
I believe that Jesus is the son of God and he was sent to us by God
to forgive our sins. Jesus fixed the separation between us and
God. Now we can pray for forgiveness and be back with God in
heaven. I believe that the Holy Spirit is a spirit sent by God to
make us realize that we need God's grace. It is the small voice in
our heads to want to study the word of God. I believe that we as a
church are a group of believers.We believers come together to
spread and preach the word of God to others that need his grace.
We also help the world with all of its problems to make it more
like heaven. I also think that being around our fellow members
and hearing its songs and preaching makes us feel closer to him.

Ashton Posey, son of Timothy and Joanne Posey
I believe my faith in God will guide me to success in life. I have
entrusted my life to God so that He may use me to glorify Him. I
believe God created everything, and the Earth is full of His glory.
God is a loving God who showed His love for us by sending Jesus

when we were sinners. I believe the Bible is inspired by God. It
speaks with the authority of God; therefore, it is His word not
ours. In the Bible is scripture. Scripture is useful for teaching,
reproof, correcting, and training in righteousness. Scripture gives
me wisdom on how to handle life's problems. God's word has
helped me mature and grow in my relationship with Christ. The
Bible has also made me more confident in my speech to spread
the Gospel to others. The Holy Spirit guides me through a process
called sanctification. Sanctification is a life-long process where
you become more like Jesus. I believe Jesus is my Savior, and no
one comeS to God except through Him. I believe our sins separate
us from God, but through Jesus' atonement we are able to be
with God again. I believe the Holy Spirit helps us be more like
Jesus. Through faith I believe God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit
sustain me for a great purpose. I believe God works all together
for good.My faith and trust in God will guide, lead and direct me
on a righteous path.

Olivia Reynolds, niece of Allan and Jon Smith
God is a friend you can always count on. He will be there with
you, through the good and bad times. He pushes you in the right
direction, but still gives you freedom. He knows what you're
going through, even if it doesn't seem like it. God will always love
you. Jesus is our Savior. He died where we could be free. He is the
son of the one true God. Jesus had bad days, just like we do, but
he didn't get mad and have a bad mood, no. Instead he believed
in God's plan for him, and just took what happened, even if he
didn't like it. The Holy Spirit is a presence in all of us. It tells us
what's wrong and right, kind of like a reminder. The Holy Spirit is
the third part of the trinity. It's in everybody but in some it’s
easier to see than in others. The church is a home, where
everyone is welcome. The church is a place where the children of
God come and meet to worship him. Everyone comes home in the
end. The church is called to spread God's grace. The church helps
so many people. The church spreads God's grace with everyone.
The church helps people find their way back to God. I believe God
has called me to be with him and spread the gifts he has given

FPC Confirmation Class of 2018



me. Everyone needs someone, and I wanna be that someone to
always be there for them and to help them find God.

Wilkes Jarrett, son of Rob and Emily Jarrett
I believe in God the creator, Jesus the son, and in the Holy Spirit. I
believe that God created each of us in the image of God – and
loves us equally. Even when we do things that separate us from
God, God loves us still. Because of this love God sent Jesus to
Earth.While on earth, Jesus showed us how God wants us to
treat one another by healing the sick and being kind to the
people the world is not kind to. God then raised Jesus from the
dead – and this act gives us forgiveness from oursins. The church
is made up of God’s people – and our job is to worship God and
to share God’s love with the world.

Lindley Gibens, daughter of Leighton and Julie Gibens
God is the creator of Heaven and Earth. Jesus is God's son who
died for our sins. The Holy Spirit is God within us. The church to
me is a place not to Honly learn more about God and his word but
also to bring others closer to God. It is also a place to worship and
grow in my faith. The church is called to spread God's word and
to be a community of faith. I am called to lead others toward
Christ, continue to grow closer to him, and share his love to
others.

Magalie Martin, daughter of Toni Martin
I believe that God is the maker of heaven and earth. He is our
Father Almighty and He is everlasting. He is our guide and He
helps us get through hard situations. I trust in His word and I
turn to Him in prayer. Each time I pray I know He’s listening and
I know that he answers them in ways I might not expect. He calls
me to share His word with others around me. Jesus is our Lord
and Savior. He is the son of God, and He is the center of my life.
The Holy Spirit is what helps see me Him and it makes his
presence and his word come alive. The church is a place where we
come to connect in scripture and praise. It’s not something to go
to, it’s a family that I belong to.We are called to worship God and
carry out his word.

Celebrations...

Photos from Lindsey
Johnson's bridal
shower!

Above pictures taken at Elizabeth Johnson's bridal shower!

April Faithbuilders
Please join us at 6:15 on Wednesday nights April 4, 11, and
18 to hear John Armistead. He will lead us in a three week
series on the resurrection appearances of Jesus in John's
gospel.



Gifts, Memorials & Honoraria
In memory of
David Crawford

Travis & Gay Abney (Columbarium)
Britt & Alice Rogers (Music)

Fraser Hunter
Travis & Gay Abney (Columbarium)

Nancy Ingram
Chad & Mika Brown (Hand bells)

Dr. Gene Murphey
Chad & Mika Brown (Cherub Choir)

Ed Neelly
Travis & Gay Abney (Columbarium)
Glen & Bonnie Davidson (Guatemala)
George & Wanda Dent (Guatemala)
Jackie Haguewood (Guatemala)
Ray & Annette Thornton (Guatemala)
Sarah Young (Undesignated)
Freddie & Mary Ann Chiles (Guatemala)
Tom Bailey (Guatemala)
Sandy Henson (Guatemala)
Guy & Susan Mitchell (Guatemala)

Keith Randle
Travis & Gay Abney (Columbarium)
Dan & Frances Brasfield (Undesignated)
George & Wanda Dent (Guatemala)
Sarah Young (Undesignated)
Martha Jo Patterson (Congregational Care)

Joe Rutherford
Ray & Annette Thornton (Guatemala)
Sandy Henson (Guatemala)
Mr. & Mrs. Walt Dunn (Columbarium)
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Giles, Jr. (Columbarium)
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Giles (Columbarium)
Mrs. Frank A. (Jane) Riley (Columbarium)

Ralph Shultz
Hughes & Ann Milam (Stuart Gardens)
Virginia Wood

Travis & Gay Abney (Columbarium)
Chuck & Bobbye Carsten (Library)
Jackie Haguewood (Library)
Marion Linde (Library)
Leroy & Lou Ann McCarty (Library)
Britt & Alice Rogers (Library)
Buddy & Mary Stubbs (Children's Library)
Ray & Annette Thornton (Children's Library)
Sarah Young (Undesignated)
Freddie & Mary Ann Chiles (Library)
Martha Jo Patterson (Congregational Care)

In Honor of
Robin Faucette

Freddie & Mary Ann Chiles (Guatemala)

The Cherub Choir practiced in the
Sanctuary getting ready for Palm
Sunday. They then had impromptu
organ lessons with Dr. Ray Harris.
They were so impressed with how the
organ could sound like a car horn and
a train and a bird and a trumpet and
a bullfrog and a flute and even fairy
bells.



Birthdays
April
2. Haley Holbrook
4. Elizabeth Arnold * Daisy Aycock
7. Magalie Martin* Carlie Hillhouse
9. Kristie Hillhouse * Corey Mauldin
10. Anne Marie Littrell
11. Stephen Hazard * Daniel Crotwell
12. Andy Crotwell
13. Jim McBride
14. Zoe Hazel * Chris Ellis
15. Julie Gibens * Christopher Curtis
17. Bettie Fellows * Nancy Brown Milam
18. Gatlin Farrar * Elizabeth Johnson
19. Jala Caldwell * Pam Lowery
22. Kimmel Monts * Michael Gratz, Jr.
24. Becki Depew * Julie Walsh Seiler
25. Hannah Bruce Cardwell * Jamie Geoghegan *
Dan Brasfield
28. Keri Camp
29. Charles Harris Rhea
30. Dot Randle
May
1. Lisa Johnson
2. Drake Cobb * Eli Martin
4. Cordie Dabbs * Elizabeth Fulgham

Anniversaries
April
9. Pete McMurry & Kathy Aycock * Wade & Silvia
Spires
12. Mark & Helen Monts
16. Eric & Lynne Johnson
18. David & Frieda Carlisle
23. Chris & Meg Curtis * Jim &amp; Julie Seiler
25. Mark & Sallie Kate Ray
28. Glen & Bonnie Davidson
May
2. Jeff & Lee Reeder

Member
Spotlight...

Lisa Johnson, Gay Abney, and Leslie Geoghegan
volunteering at Helping Hands!

Cindy Faucette and Emily Jarrett sewing for
confirmation Sunday.

Dr. Sam Pace flashing his colon cancer prevention
tag!

2018 FPC Confirmation Class



March Visitors
Please welcome our visitors every Sunday and
encourage their return. Should they desire
information about our church, please direct them
(if possible, escort them) to the Elder of the Day
after the service.
Pat & Sam Agnew * Kevin Baswell * Ron & Carolyn
Baswell * Barbara Ann Decker *Evelyn Davis *
Melanie Deas * Park, Mer & Skye Dodge *
Danielle Frerer * Babs Fulton* Carolyn Gray *
Leslie Groome * Anna Harden * Steve & Emily
Hutton * Eddy, Carla, Zoe & Noah Holland *
Lindsey Johnson * Jerri Lamar Kantack * Keely
Kelso * Barbara McCullough * Michelle, Ferrell &
Brooke McAuley * Claire Morvant * Beckie Rhea *
Emory & Emma Skate * Kristen & Kelsey Whitten
* John Michael Walker

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

2:00 p.m. Prayer Partners
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 3

11:00 a.m. Mary & Martha's Bible Study
7:00 p.m. AA 12&12 Group Mtg/Alanon

5:00 p.m. Faithbuilders 5:05 p.m. Tower Ringers
5:30 p.m. Supper 6:15 p.m. Bible Study
7:05 p.m. Chancel Choir

7:30 a.m. Men's Meeting

Noon AA 12&12 Group Meeting

April 2018 Weekly Calendar

SAVE THE DATE
Ladies' Night Out

Where:Fox PizzaWhen: April 12 at 6:00 p.m.

More from FPC
STAY UP-TO-DATE

by visiting www.firstprestupelo.org

First Presbyterian Church, Tupelo, MS
on Facebook

@1stPresTupelo on Twitter

Above pictures from our annual March
Madness basketball game.
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