
Morning Worship Service 
Christ the King Sunday 

November 20, 2022  9:00 & 11:00 A.M. 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME, CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE                                          Thanksgiving Medley       Cherub Choir 

INTROIT                                   Angels We Have Heard on High    
arr. Karen Lakey Buckwalter 

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We gather as people of a reforming church, 

People: A church discovering new ways of faithfulness, new shapes of ministry in a 
changing and challenging world. 

Leader: We gather as people of an informing church, 

People: A church striving to speak the truth in love and to proclaim the love of God. 

Leader: We gather as a people of a transforming church, 

People: A church listening for the creative Word and moving as the spirit gives 
understanding. 

All: We give thanks for the church as we gather in worship. 

*HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 551  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

PRAYER OF APPROACH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Leader: Eternal God, You set Jesus the Christ to rule over all things, and made us servants 

in Your kingdom. By Your Spirit empower us to love the unloved, and to minister 
to all in need. Then at the last bring us to Your eternal realm where we may worship 
and adore You and be welcomed into Your everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever 
and ever and whose prayer we offer up to You praying… 

The purpose of this sermon will be to explore the amazing, saving grace of God. 



Unison: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                  Colossians 1:13-14 
We do not confess our sins in the hope of forgiveness; we confess our sins with the certainty of 
forgiveness. For the apostle Paul assures us that we have been rescued from the power of darkness 
and transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. And so with that promise, that assurance, that redemption, we confess our 
sins before God and one another. Let us pray. 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Great Healer of the wounds of sin, we confess that we reject Your tender care. In our lust 
for pleasure, we despise Your blessings. In our fear of scarcity, we reject Your bounty. In 
our compulsion to control, we resist Your authority. Lord, have mercy on us and forgive 
our past failures. Create a new and right spirit within us, and by Your Holy Spirit, grant 
the wholeness that is ours, thorough Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Leader: Hear now, O Lord, our personal prayers of confession in this time of silence. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the 

name of Jesus the Christ, you are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives you 
all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*RESPONSE – No. 579                              “Gloria Patri” 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  Melissa McDuffie 

ANTHEM       All Through the Silent Night  Franz Gruber/Joel Raney 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  Luke 23:33-43 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  A Saving Grace  Rev. Dr. Taylor Todd 

*UNISON PROFESSION OF FAITH   Confession of Belhar 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A33-43&version=NASB


We believe: 
that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus 
Christ; 

that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church 
is called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and 
by deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells; 

that God’s life-giving word and spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and 
therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God’s life-giving 
Word and Spirit will enable the church to live in a new obedience which can open new 
possibilities of life for society and the world. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC       Celtic Laud  Craig Courtney 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 
What an honor and privilege it is to come before God and offer to Him our various gifts and 
offerings.  As we do so, let us give with a generous and cheerful heart. 

OFFERTORY  Give Thanks  Henry Smith 

*DOXOLOGY NO. 592
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*UNISON CALL TO COMMITMENT AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Acknowledging Christ’s call to discipleship, we renew our commitment to serve God as
members of His covenant people. We acknowledge there are different gifts, but it is the same
spirit who gives them. There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who
is served. We affirm that it is God who works through different people in different ways,
but it is the same God who achieved His purpose through them all. Each one is given a gift
by the Spirit to use it for the common good. Together we are the body of Christ and
individually members of Him.

And now, in the presence of our Creator/Redeemer/Sustainer God, we commit ourselves; 
our time, our talents and our treasures to the work of God as it is manifested through the 
work and witness of this congregation, First Presbyterian Church.  May God’s blessing be 
upon this act of commitment and the pledges we offer today to His glory and in thankfulness 
for the gift of salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior. 

Bless these gifts we return to You, O God. May they be used to help feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, satisfy the thirsty and comfort those who are imprisoned in mind, body or spirit. 



May they be a means of grace whereby others come to know the power of Your love and the 
gift of Jesus the Christ, our Lord and the members of this family of faith continue to deepen 
our knowledge of Christ and our love God and neighbor. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 559  We Gather Together 

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE  Ashgrove  Dale Wood 

*Congregation standing as able.

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Are you looking for a church home?  If so, please speak to our minister following worship. 

We would like to thank Nan Lawrence for sharing her beautiful music with us this morning. 

As a courtesy to those around you, please turn off or silence cell phones and personal 
communication devices.  

Large print bulletins and hymnals are available from the ushers. You may also view 
the bulletin by visiting our website at www.firstprestupelo.org.  See the “Bulletin” link at the 
top of the homepage.   

The flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of God and in memory of Louise and 
Earl Baughman, Dick and Maude Bolton, and Eldridge and Bea Lilly. 

Nursery care is available for newborns through four-year-olds. Please ask an usher for directions 
to the nursery if you are visiting for the first time.  

After the 11:00 Children’s Sermon, preschoolers and kindergarteners are invited to attend 
"Wee Kirk.”  This is a time of fun childcare with age appropriate songs and games. However, 
all children are welcome in worship!  If you excuse yourself and your child, you can hear the 
service over speakers in McFadden Hall (directly behind the Sanctuary). 

Ritual of Friendship—Members and Visitors: Please sign the black attendance register every 
Sunday and pass it down your pew.  Please read the names, greet one another, and meet new 
members and visitors. 

We care about you as we care about each other. If you would like to submit a prayer request, 
you may use the blue cards in the pews or in McFadden Hall, and our pastoral staff and prayer 
partners will pray for you. 

https://www.firstprestupelo.org


The service is live streamed and available for viewing on YouTube.com by those unable to be 
with us this morning. Search firstprestupelo. We also invite you to visit our website at 
www.firstprestupelo.org. 

Leading the worship service today:  Rev. Dr. Taylor Todd, Dr. Bob Taylor, Dr. Ray Harris 
Liturgist:  9:00-Rick Jones 11:00-Doyce Deas 
Greeters:  9:00-Lucy & Bill Hilbun, Edna Sue & George White 

 11:00- Kim & Mark Burleson, Kathy & Presly Wallace 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please remember there will be no Wednesday night dinner or programming this week, 
November 23.  We will resume our Wednesday night activities on November 30. 

You are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall today after the 11:00 A.M. service for our 
Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon.  All are welcome! 

Join our team to assist at Helping Hands Food Pantry on Saturday, November 26, from 
9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. The team will help stock shelves and bag groceries for neighbors in 
need. Children are welcome. Helping Hands Food Pantry is located at 314 South Church St., 
Tupelo, and is an extension of First United Methodist Church of Tupelo. Contact Rick Jones, 
662-213-1520, for more information.  

The City of Tupelo’s Christmas Parade is Friday December 2. Fellowship Committee will 
provide hot chocolate outside in front of the church; however, the church will not be open that 
night. 

PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK 
Cancer Treatments:  Sam Pace, Julie Seiler 
Homebound: Mike Black, Bobbye Carsten, Carolyn Gaston 
College Students: Ashton Posey, Jon Timothy Posey, Ross Reeder 
Service Members:  Patrick Hastings, Andrew Ray 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Weekly Budget: $16,837  Amount Received 11/13/22: $2,861 
YTD Budgeted Income: $842,228  YTD Income Received: $815,263 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  9:00 A.M.: 42    11:00 A.M.: 87 

https://www.firstprestupelo.org


THE SESSION 
Rev. Dr. Taylor Todd, Moderator 
Clerk of the Session, Lisa Nichols 

 Class of 2023   Class of 2024  Class of 2025 
 Kirk Biddle  Kim Burleson  Richard Hastings 
 Susan Boone  Cindy Faucette    Trey Leeke 
 Amy Fagan  Leslie Geoghegan  Lucy Nash 
 Mitzi Moore  Michael Gratz Jr.  Chris Rogers 
 Aubrey Patterson, Jr   Chauncey Godwin  Mary Stubbs 
 Grayson Robbins  Charles Reece  Glenn Thomas 
 Debra Robison  Alice Rogers  Presly Wallace 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Taylor Todd, Interim Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Ron Richardson, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care 
Melissa McDuffie, Director of Youth and Christian Education 

Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music 
Dr. Ray Harris, Organist 

Seth Shelnut, Audio/Visual Technician 
Danielle Frerer Ratliff, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs 

Margaret Anne Murphey, Music Librarian 
Helen Curtis, Church Secretary 

Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary 
Debbie Merritt, Receptionist 

Eddie Baker, Maintenance Superintendent 
Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus 

First Presbyterian Church, 400 West Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 1725 
Tupelo, MS  38802  (662) 842-5681 










