
 Morning Worship Service 
Mother’s Day 

May 9, 2021                                                                              9:00 & 11:00 A.M. 

 
 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
WELCOME, CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
PRELUDE                                             Toccata                               Eugene Gigout 
      
CALL TO WORSHIP 
(John 17:18) 
Leader: From comfortable pews, 

from tricycle seats, 
from easy chairs in front of TVs: 

People: God gathers us in 
to give us the words 
to proclaim the gospel. 

Leader: At kitchen sinks, 
at laptops and blackboards, 
at nursing stations: 

People: Christ calls us to share 
in serving all creation. 

Leader: In communities gathered to pray, 
in memories of those who served, 
in families grilling in the backyard: 

People: The Holy Spirit fills us 
with God's joy. 

 
PRAYER OF APPROACH 
(Based on John 17) 
Mysterious God, 
You reveal yourself in Jesus, your Beloved Child 
who gives us a glimpse of your glory and invites us 
to share in the unity of all that is Holy: 
the holiness that is You, your creation, your people, 
united in the Spirit that breaks through all boundaries of fear and injustice. 
 
Meet us here today and teach us to be one: 
One in love for each other. 
One in understanding with all who find in Jesus the Way to You. 
One in peace with all who find other paths to your Truth. 
We ask all this in the name of Jesus, whose fervent prayer was ever: 
“May they all be one.”  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 379  
                                    My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less       
 
 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
Called to proclaim repentance, we are reluctant to look at our own failings. Invited 
to witness to God's loving forgiveness of sins, we would rather not speak aloud of 
our own. Let us trust in the One who offers us hope and healing, as we pray 
together, saying, 
                                        
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                 
Forgive us, O God,  
when we treat people as though they are just a nuisance,  
when we are annoyed with others’ behavior,  
when people unexpectedly assert themselves,  
when we find it difficult to include those who think or act 
differently from the norm, when we are cruel in our judgements  
or exclusion. Forgive us, O God, when we do not hear or heed 
Jesus’ prayer for unity. (Pause for reflection and meditation) Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Leader: Choosing to set aside judgment, God gives us justice; choosing to let go 

of punishment, God fills us with peace; choosing to release anger, God's 
steadfast love rests upon us. 

People: Forgiven, redeemed, restored—we will tell everyone, through the 
lives we lead, what God has done for us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
*RESPONSE – No. 579                “Gloria Patri” 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC (11:00)              Borning Cry                       arr. Daniel Kallman                       
 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 

 

I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell. 

 

When you heard the wonder of the Word, I was there to cheer you on; 
You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 

 

If you find someone to share your time, and you join your hearts as one, 
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk 'till rising sun. 

 
In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, 

I'll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I've begun. 
 

When the evening gently closes in, and you shut your weary eyes, 
I'll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise. 

 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 

 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) (8:30)                              The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

BAPTISM OF JANE MICHAEL LEEKE (11:00) 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) (11:00)    From French Reformed Church 
Jane Michael, for you Jesus Christ came into the world. For you He went 
through the agony of Gethsemane and the darkness of Calvary; for you He 
triumphed over death; for you, little child, even though you do not know it. 
But this is what we believe. “We love God because He first loved us.” Welcome 
to the family of faith!                                               
 
ANTHEM                                    Jesus Loves Me                       arr. John Ferguson 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON               John 17:11b-19       
 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON         A Much Needed Prayer for the Church  Rev. Dr. Olin McBride 
                                  
A PASTORAL PRAYER FOR MOTHER’S DAY 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN NO. 276   Great is Thy Faithfulness      
 
COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
Leader: As people of faith we have gathered for worship. 
People: As people of faith we now return to the world. 
Leader: Go out to share the story of faith, 
 the story of life, with the world around you. 
People: We share the faith in word and in deed, 
 in speech and in action. 
Leader: As you go out to give a living witness, 
 as you go out to testify to God's love active in the world, 
 go knowing that God goes with you, 
 sharing the laughter and the hope, the fears and the tears. 
People: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                             Fanfare                              Healey Willan      
 

*Congregation standing as able 
 

 Before the service, speak to God.  
 During the service, let God speak to you.  
 After the service, speak to one another 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oftentimes we in the church pray for many things (each other, the sick, homeless, 
prisoners, leaders of the world, etc.) but seldom do we pray for ourselves.  Jesus’ 
prayer in John 17 can be a model for us to pray for the church. 



THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP AND WORK 
SUNDAY, MAY 9 
9:00 A.M. Worship Service, Sanctuary 
10:00 A.M. Sunday School 
11:00 A.M.  Worship Service, Sanctuary and streaming on YouTube 
5:30 P.M.  Youth 
 
MONDAY, MAY 10 
4:30 P.M.  Mah-Jongg 
5:30 P.M.  Committee Meetings 
5:30 P.M.  Worship Committee, Sanctuary 
7:00 P.M.  Boy Scouts 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 11 
9:00 A.M. T’ai Chi Chih 
12:00 P.M. Circle 4, Fellowship Hall 
6:00 P.M.  Officer Training 
7:00 P.M.  A.A. Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 
5:30 P.M.  Youth 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 14 
12:00 P.M. A.A. Meeting 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 15 
9:00 A.M. Helping Hands Team 
 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Please remain seated during the service. We will stand for the Gloria Patri but 
will otherwise stay seated. We strongly recommend remaining masked during 
worship. Please feel free to hum or sing along during this morning’s hymns. 
 
The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary today to the Glory of God and in 
celebration of Jane Michael Leeke’s baptism.  
 
Are you looking for a church home?  If so, please speak to our minister following 
worship. 
 
Nursery care is available for newborns through 4-year-olds. Please ask an usher 
for directions to the nursery if you are visiting for the first time.  
 
After the children's sermon, pre-kindergarteners through second graders are 
invited to attend "Wee Kirk" with Heather Crotwell.  This is a time of age 
appropriate lessons, songs, and games intended to prepare our children to fully 
participate in worship. However, all children are welcome in worship!  If you 
excuse yourself and your child, you can hear the service over speakers in McFadden 
Hall (directly behind the Sanctuary). 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

As a courtesy to those around you, kindly turn off or silence cell phones and 
personal communication devices.  
 
Both the 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. services will be live streamed and available for 
viewing on YouTube.com by those unable to be with us this morning.  Search 
firstprestupelo or click this link. We also invite you to visit our website at 
www.firstprestupelo.org. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today we welcome Scott and Breanna Horton to our church family by transfer 
of letter from First Presbyterian Church in Greenville, MS.  Their three children are 
Wells, 6, Louise, 5, and Kate, 3.  Please greet Scott and Breanna following worship 
today. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day!  A special welcome to all the mothers who are here today.  
Whether you are a grandmother, mother, or someone’s “other mother,” today is 
your special day.  May the Lord bless each one of you! 
 
Circle 4 is meeting at 12:00 P.M. on Tuesday, May 11, in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Next Sunday, May 16 is Youth Sunday.  We will be recognizing our graduating 
seniors with a baccalaureate service, along with a church-wide luncheon in their 
honor following the 11:00 A.M. service.  Everyone is invited! 
 
Helping Hands—Join our team to assist at Helping Hands Food Pantry next 
Saturday, May 15 from 9:00 A.M. until 11:00 A.M. The team will help stock 
shelves and bag groceries for neighbors in need. We do this every four weeks. 
Helping Hands Food Pantry is located at 314 S. Church Street, Tupelo, MS and is 
an extension of First United Methodist Church of Tupelo. Children are welcome.  
For more information, contact Rick Jones at rickjones2525@gmail.com or 662-
213-1520. 
 

PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK 
Cancer Treatments:  Aimee McDonald Burrow, Julie Seiler 
Homebound: Grace Stamps, Annette Thornton, Bernice Baker 
College Students:  Carson Clark, Drake Cobb, Kelby Cobb 
 

Weekly Budget:  $16,960     Amount Received 5/2/21: $28,304 
 YTD Budgeted Income:  $364,800    YTD Income Received: $394,001 
 

The Session 
Rev. Dr. Olin McBride, Moderator 
Clerk of the Session, Lisa Nichols 

 

 Class of 2021  Class of 2022  Class of 2023 
 Mark Burleson Steve Bryson  Kirk Biddle 
 Sally Kate Collins Anne Marie Littrell Susan Boone 
 Ann Godwin  Mary Pace  Amy Fagan 
 Richard Hastings Buddy Stubbs  Mitzi Moore 
 Kristi Hillhouse Virginia Toliver  Aubrey Patterson, Jr. 
 Glenn Thomas David Williams  Grayson Robbins 
 Joel Zimmerman    Debra Robison 
 

            First Presbyterian Church Staff 
               Rev. Dr. Olin McBride, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Ron Richardson, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care 
Melissa McDuffie, Director of Youth and Christian Education 

Heather Crotwell, Children’s Church Director 
Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music 

Dr. Ray Harris, Organist 
Danielle Frerer Ratliff, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs 

Nannette Comer, Church Librarian 
Margaret Anne Murphey, Music Librarian 

Helen Curtis, Church Secretary 
Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary 

Eddie Baker, Maintenance Superintendent 
Joyce Richardson, Housekeeper 

Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus 
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