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Greetings in Christ! 
 
While we go through difficult times as believers in America and around the world, I wanted to take a moment to reflect 
on a beautiful thought, and it is this: “Our Times are in His Hands.” 
 
The entire chapter of Psalm 31 tells the story of David, who was a man after God's heart, speaking of the difficulties he 
was facing and his resolve to continue to trust God. Especially referring to “times” that were beyond his understanding. 
 
The main verse of scripture that is powerfully encouraging is in Psalm 31:15 (NKJV) 15: My times are in Your hand;    
Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, And from those who persecute me. 
 
The “times” being spoken of in this scripture refer to the various events that come into our lives, whether we see them as 
good or bad. 
 
Often, the events or “times” we see as “bad” are the very times that move us closer to our destiny in Christ than the good 
times. 
 
When we realize that God knows the “times and seasons” of our lives, then we can have tremendous confidence in His 
loving care as we walk through those times. 
 
While He may not have been the author of every event, I have found He can USE every event to draw us closer to Him. 
 
If our hearts are desirous for the things of God, then I believe we can stand on scriptures like this one: Psalm 37:23 
(NKJV) 23 the steps of a good man (or woman) are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in his way. 
 
The person in whom God delights is one who follows God, trusts him, and tries to do his will. God watches over and 
makes firm every step that a person takes. 
 
I would encourage you to continue to trust in the Lord as you navigate these challenging “times,” but know that God is 
good! 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Olin 

 

 REMINDERS 
 

· Church office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
 

· Olin’s sermons, from March 15 (the first Sunday of online worship) through August 23 are available.  Simply 
call the church office or send an email to churchsecretary@firstprestupelo.org to request a copy of Conversations During 
COVID-19: Sermons During a Time of Pandemic.  
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Lifeline 
 
While visiting with a child of one of our older adults, the conversation turned 
to the value of this person’s parent having an iPhone.  The child referred to the 
phone as a lifeline for the parent.  As important as the iPhone is for most of 
us, young and old, this way of thinking about the value of the phone caught my 
attention.   
 
I thought about some of the things I have had throughout my life I might   
consider as a lifeline. I remember the Schwinn bicycle Santa Claus brought me 
for Christmas one year.  It had a headlight, horn, and a passenger seat.  For me, 
at the time, it felt like I was the owner of some luxurious car.  I recall the   
horses I had early in life.  One was a Tennessee walker and another was a 
strawberry roan.  Then came the motorcycles and each of these was added to 
my list of lifelines as I rode about the country in all 48 continental states and 
Canada. 
   
I suppose each of us have had what might be considered a lifeline at some 
point in life.  If not an iPhone, perhaps it is (or was) a car, home, garden, 
clothes, jewelry, books, music, job, sports, or any of the multitudes of things 
we consider important in our lives.  Of course, family is at the top of the list 
for many of us.  We have both our blood kin and extended family as a part of 
our lives.  With these, we stay in touch with our roots and our growing edges.   
 
Lifelines also call for what holds everything together that is important to us.  
This, for me, is my faith.  It keeps all my “lifelines” and me in perspective.  
Trouble occurs if I forget the One who said in the Gospel of John (14:6), “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life” or the words in The First Letter of John 
(5:12),  “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 
does not have life.”  I believe that without this lifeline we are a mess. 
 
Ron Richardson 
Parish Associate for Pastoral Care             
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Invites You to Join Us  
Each Sunday Morning at 10:00 A.M. 
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Streaming on Our YouTube Channel: 
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When Will In-Person Worship Begin? 
 

 
Once again, that is a very good question. We continue to monitor the new cases in Mississippi. While things seem to be     
stabilizing in some areas, Lee County has seen a steady increase in new cases since the beginning of August.  Also,    
Mississippi is still one of the leading states in the U.S. for positive test cases.  
  
It would be our dream to have some type of worship in Stuart Garden when the weather cools, and it would certainly be a 
blessing to have in-person worship in our sanctuary by November (if at all possible), but we have to be cautious. Whenever 
we are able to safely resume worship of any kind, we will be social distancing and following CDC guidelines.  As Dr. Jeremy 
Blanchard, a new member of FPC and the Chief Medical Officer of North Mississippi Health Services, said to me last 
week: “We don’t want to be the church who has someone die because of us being cavalier. We have had over 170 deaths in NMHS. Patience, 
grace, respect, and adherance are key. It is a journey." (quoted with permission) 
 
Our re-opening committee has been meeting and plans were finalized to allow a small number of members into the        
sanctuary each day for prayer and meditation. We think this will be very spiritual and healing for many.  Of course, cove-
nanting to wear masks and to practice social distancing will be required. The committee sent an email this week with the de-
tails of this prayer time. For more information, please see the Re-opening Committee’s article in this newsletter.  We will 
continue to publicize this opportunity in weekly newsletters. 
  
One other update— 
 
CASA is meeting in our Gym. They are following very stringent guidelines as provided by the school district and 
CDC. They have had, on average, 21 students per day the first week. If the churches that support CASA did not allow them 
to meet, numerous parents (some of whom are our members) would not be able to go to work. We are monitoring this   
ministry daily. 
  
Olin 

Our youth are meeting weekly and hope to add a second meeting in the near future. We gather on Sunday evenings from 
5:30–7:00 p.m. This is a time to share a meal (socially distanced, of course), check in with one another, enjoy a short       
devotion, and just feel normal again! I hope to add a Wednesday night time slot, allowing us to spend one night as a big 
group and one night divided as junior and senior high. It also allows us to have one more casual night and one night      
devoted to Bible study. Our youth were eager to start back to school and it appears that, for the most part, this has gone 
well! I guess it really is true that “absence makes the heart grow fonder.” 
 
In an effort to maintain connection, we have sent several packets to our children and a coffee shop gift card to our youth. 
It is our prayer that this communicates just how valuable these precious ones are to our church family and how much they 
are loved by the Faithbuilder and Sunday school teachers who miss them dearly! 
 
Melissa McDuffie 
Director of Youth and Christian Education 



 

 

 

The Re-opening Committee, along with the Session, would like to re-open the Sanctuary for prayer and meditation         
for two hours daily, Monday through Thursday, beginning Monday, August 31. 
 
For this to work safely and in an orderly way, the plan is as follows: 
 
1.   Specific hours will be Monday and Thursday from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and Tuesday and Wednesday from   
   3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.  Reservations must be made by calling Helen in  the office (662-842-5681) or emailing   
   churchsecretary@firstprestupelo.org.  Reservations will be taken in the order in which they are received and           
   confirmed by Helen via a verbal or a written reply. When reserving your time, please indicate which day of the      
   week you prefer.  Because we want to give this opportunity for prayer  time to as many people as possible, you        
   may only reserve one day per week.  We ask for your patience and understanding, especially if there is not a           
   spot available on the day you wish to attend. 
 
2.   In order to meet the CDC requirements for safely gathering and for our staff to effectively clean between these   
   gatherings, the number of people for each day is limited to a total of 10. 
 
3.   Masks must be worn at all times while in any part of the building. There will be seating only in designated areas,   
   physically distancing all congregants. 
  
4.   Once you have entered the building, temperature screening will be done. Temperatures must be 100.4 or below. 
 
5.   Entry and exit will only be possible through the breezeway doors. A volunteer will open the door for you and take your        
   temperature. 
 
6.   Recorded music will be played in the Sanctuary during these times. 
 
7.  Please do not stop by the church office to visit nor use this time to fellowship with others while inside the building.    

 We want this to be a time of quiet, peaceful prayer and connecting with the Holy Spirit. 
 
8.   Feel free to bring your bible if desired. All pew bibles have been temporarily removed from the sanctuary. 
 
9.   Bathrooms remain closed. 
 
10.   Cleaning will be done after every prayer session by an ozonator that purifies the air, and the pews will be wiped   
   down and cleaned. 
 
11.   Please understand that we are faithfully embarking on this new endeavor in the midst of an unprecedented        
   pandemic. If we are unable to successfully keep our congregants safe during these prayer sessions, it will be      
   nearly impossible to consider and plan resuming Sunday worship.  Our goal is to keep you safe as you worship    
   at First Presbyterian Church, and the only way we can ensure that safety is to keep the number low. Once the    
   MS Department of Health reports a steady decline in Covid cases, we will consider increasing the number of         
   people allowed for this prayer and meditation time. 
 
Thank you for your prayers, your patience, and consideration. Best wishes for all to stay healthy! 
 
Richard Hastings, Chairman                        
 

Sally Kate Collins          Kristi Hillhouse         Mary Pace          David Williams 
Ann Godwin            Melissa McDuffie        Glenn Thomas       Joel Zimmerman 

Fellowship Committee will meet Tuesday, September 8 in the Stuart Garden at 5:30.  We will work our first fall project—
feeding the Tupelo High School football team on September 18.  We will also discuss future projects.   
 

Ann Godwin, Chairman 

~~ 



  

��  The session met via Zoom on Monday, August 17.   
 
2.  We welcome new members Paul and Amanda Perry by Reaffirmation of Faith on August 16, 2020, along  with 

 their children, Will (12), Mary Tanner (10), James Paul (8), and twins Marion and Margaret (2). 
 
3.  We express Christian Sympathy to the families of Sue Shepherd and Chris Thompson.       
 
4.  CE met this week to discuss what Christian Education would look like in the coming months.  We discussed 

 starting adult small group bible studies.  We will be sending out a survey to see how many      people would be 
 interested in this and how they would feel most comfortable.  We are checking into  home, zoom and maybe 
 small groups of 8 to 10 meeting weekly somewhere at the church.   

 
5.  Youth are still meeting on Sundays with Melissa. They are sharing a meal, devotional and time                       

 together. Melissa is planning on meeting with them during the week as school starts back.  
 
6.  Sunday School teachers are sending activity packets weekly to the K-5th graders. We discussed sending  h o m e 

 a mission project-type packet that they can put together with their families.   
 
7.  Back-to-school notes will be sent out to all children and youth, along with a gift certificate for either ice  cream 

 or Strange Brew. 
 
8.  Presbyterian Women are planning a Fall Kickoff on Sunday, September 13 in the Stuart Garden with a       

 Heavenly Ham boxed dinner and adhering to social distancing guidelines. 
  
   —PW made meal deliveries to church members on July 31. 
 
   —The Marthas continue to deliver meals to our church family. 
 
   —We will meet on Sunday, September 6 at 5:30 in the Stuart Garden.  
 
   —On September 18 we will feed the Tupelo High School Football team. Sack meals will be prepared  and                         

    delivered to the bus.  There will be no sit-down meal in Fellowship Hall. 
 
9.  CASA met last Monday with 22 in attendance.  They are adhering strictly to CDC Guidelines. 
 
10.  P and G is currently obtaining bids to address water leakage inside and out of the sanctuary wall.  
 
11.  Jason McDuffie and Bob Lence have joined the Security Team. 
 
12.  A Wednesday night drive-through supper pick up with Adult and Children’s plates is being organized. It will 

 be RSVP only.  The situation is very fluid right now, so please understand that changes could be made at a    
 moment’s notice. 

~~ 



  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 
 

Betty Black 
 Ray & Annette Thornton (Music Fund) 
 

Corey Calhoun  
 George & Wanda Dent (Guatemala Water Mission) 
 

Elizabeth Faison 
 Susan Boone (Congregational Care Fund) 
 

Gray Megginson 
 Glen & Bonnie Davidson (Music Fund) 
 Steve & Lucy Nash (Pastor’s Discretionary Fund) 
 Ray & Annette Thornton (Music Fund) 
 

Mrs. Alma Shaw 
 George & Wanda Dent (Guatemala Water Mission) 
 

Sue Shepherd 
 FPC Presbyterian Women (Music Fund) 
 George & Wanda Dent (Guatemala Water Mission) 
 Judy Griffie (Music Fund)  
 Jackie Haguewood (Congregational Care Fund) 
 Marshall & Sarah Jenkins (Columbarium Fund) 
 Steve & Lucy Nash (Congregational Care Fund) 
 Charles & Betty Reece (Flower Guild Fund) 
 Ray & Annette Thornton (Pastor’s Discretionary Fund) 
 Neil & Jill White (Undesignated Memorial Fund) 
 

 
 

Penny Nichols  
 Susan Boone (Congregational Care Fund) 
 

George Michael Ray, Sr.  
 Susan Boone (Congregational Care Fund) 
 

Claude Snell, Jr. 
 George & Wanda Dent (Guatemala Water Mission) 
 

Chris Thompson 
 George & Wanda Dent (Guatemala Water Mission) 
 FPC Presbyterian Women (Music Fund) 
 Jackie Haguewood (Congregational Care Fund) 
 Steve & Lucy Nash (Congregational Care Fund) 
 Charles & Betty Reece (Flower Guild Fund) 
 Ray & Annette Thornton (Pastor’s Discretionary Fund) 
 

 
IN HONOR OF:  
Judy Armentrout 
 Jackie Haguewood (Congregational Care Fund) 
 Bonnie Williford (Marthas Fund) 
 

Jackie Haguewood  
 Bonnie Williford (Marthas Fund) 
 

 Presbyterian Women have been hard at work trying to serve our Congregation and our Community.  The Puckett 
Armistead Endowment Fund disbursement was divided among four very worthy groups: Boys and Girls Clubs of Tupelo 
Summer program, Saints Brew, Helping Hands and St. Luke’s Food Pantry.  This fund must address hunger, and we felt 
these were great organizations to share the love of Christ through First Presbyterian Church. 
 

The PW coordinating team and the Marthas have joined together to take meals to over 75 members in our church that 
just need to see a smiling face.  We have baked, cooked and delivered two meals to each member and will continue with 
this ministry while we feel the need exists.  
 

We are in the planning stages of a Fall Kickoff gathering that will be on Sunday, September 13 at 5:30 p.m. in the Stuart 
Garden.  All women in the church are invited to join us and pick up a no-charge, boxed supper from Honey Baked Ham 
and also get the 2020-21 Bible study book.  RSVP is required so that we can plan the number of meals.  Please RSVP by 
calling the church office at 662-842-5681 or emailing churchsecretary@firstprestupelo.org.  You may either 1) drive 
through and pick up your book and meal with touchless service or 2) bring a chair and social distance in the garden,    
pick up your book, enjoy your meal, and have a brief overview of the new book with others.   We feel like some people 
may want to just come outside and see others at a distance and say “hello” while staying in a safe environment. 
 

Please see the flyer included in the Tower and look for your invitation in the mail.   
 

Lucy Nash 
Moderator 



Drive through or stay a while!  Either way, please indicate whether or 
not you would like a boxed supper. RSVP by calling the church office 
at 662-842-5681 or emailing churchsecretary@firstprestupelo.org.  

Sunday, September 13 
5:30 p.m. Stuart Garden 

Gh oice,s... Gh oice,s... Gh oice,s ... 
Drive thru & pick up your curriculum 

& Honeybaked Ham boxed supper 
or 

Stay & eat in Stuart Garden & enjoy a 
brief overview of this year's curriculum 

~(VP for either choice by calling the church office. 

If staying, please bring a lawn chair. 



681'$< 021'$< 78(6'$< :('1(6'$< 7+856'$< )5,'$< 6$785'$< 

  ϭ 
9:00 a.m.— 
T’ai Chi Chih 
 

ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 
 

Ϯ 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 

ϯ 
 
ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘— 
ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 

ϰ 
 
 

ϱ 

ϲ 
10:00 a.m.— 

Streaming Worship  
 
  

ϳ 
>��KZ���z 
KĸĐĞ� 
Θ�^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ�
�ůŽƐĞĚ 
 
7:00 p.m.— 
Boy Scouts—Garden 

ϴ 
9:00 a.m.— 
T’ai Chi Chih 
 

ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 
 

5:30 p.m. -Fellowship  
                   Committee                    
                    —Garden 

ϵ 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 

ϭϬ 
 
ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘— 
ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 
 

ϭϭ 
 
 

ϭϮ 

ϭϯ 
10:00 a.m.— 

Streaming Worship  

ϭϰ 
 

ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘— 
ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 

5:30 p.m.— 
Committee Meetings 
 

ϭϱ 
9:00 a.m.— 
T’ai Chi Chih 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 

ϭϲ 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 

ϭϳ 
 
ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘— 
ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 
 

ϭϴ 
&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ� 
�ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ 
&ĞĞĚŝŶŐ�d,^��
&ŽŽƚďĂůů�dĞĂŵ 
KƵƚƐŝĚĞ 
 

 

ϭϵ 

ϮϬ 
10:00 a.m.— 

Streaming Worship  

Ϯϭ 
ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘— 
ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 

6:00 p.m.— 
Session Mtg� 
 

7:00 p.m.— 
Boy Scouts—Garden 

ϮϮ 
9:00 a.m.— 
T’ai Chi Chih 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 

Ϯϯ 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 

Ϯϰ 
 
ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘— 
ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 
 

Ϯϱ 
 

Ϯϲ 

Ϯϳ 
10:00 a.m.— 

Streaming Worship  

Ϯϴ 
ϭϭ͗ϬϬ�Ă͘ŵ͘— 
ϭ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 
 
 
7:00 p.m.— 
Boy Scouts—Garden 

Ϯϵ 
9:00 a.m.— 
T’ai Chi Chih 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 

ϯϬ 
 
ϯ͗ϬϬ—ϱ͗ϬϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͘ 
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝŶ� 
^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ 

   



1 
Kirk & Teresa Biddle 

 9 
Mike & Daintry Thomas 

11 
Stephen & Sandra Hazard 

 

20 
Al & Tisha Wallace 

27 
Bryan & Natalie Ellis 

29 
Glenn & Mary Thomas 

1 
Carolyn Burkett 
Thomas Groome 

2 
Scott Walsh 

3 
Jill White 

Rick Smith 
4 

Steve Nash 
Amanda Hillhouse 

5 
Camille Caples 
George White 

Bryan Thomas Ellis 
6 

Andrew Goad 
7 

Susan Marsico 
8 

Silvia Spires 
Judy Smith 

 
 
 

9 
Kathy Wallace 
Mac Godwin 

10 
Roy Parker, Sr. 

Kirk Reeder 
11 

Samuel Perryman 
12 

Afton Gable  
Andy Godwin 

Jeff Moore 
14 

Roy Parker, Jr. 
17 

Barry Mark 
18 

Jeff Reeder 
Ella Michael Gable 

19 
Gil Monoghan 

20  
Margaret E. Murphey 

 
 

21 
Scarlett Reeder 
David Williams 

22 
Judy Griffie 

Kevin Martin 
Brittany Rogers 

23 
Margaret Gratz 

Neena Ledbetter 
Maddin Hutto 

24 
Suzy Zimmerman 

25 
Jimmy Milam 

Aubrey Patterson 
Tim Whitten 

27 
Michael Ray 

28 
Kirby Faucette 

Sally Scott 
30 

Lexye Devita 


