
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

July 26, 2020                                                                                                                                          10:00 A.M.                      
 
 
 
 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
PRELUDE                                                              The Lord’s Prayer                                                             Albert Malotte  
  
WELCOME, CONCERNS, AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH 
 
PRAYER OF PRAISE (Based on Matthew 11:25-27) 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, we gather in your presence with thanksgiving and praise for the way in which you have 
revealed yourself to us.  Through Jesus Christ, your Son, we have come to know and love you; we have seen your love and 
mercy in action; we have caught a glimpse of your heart, and we have heard the call to follow.  Continue to reveal yourself 
to us as we worship.  May your Holy Spirit open our minds and hearts to your presence and to the word that you have for 
us this morning.  We long to meet you and to know you better.  In the name of Jesus Christ, your Son and our Savior.  Amen. 
                                                    
INTROIT                                                    Do You Hear God’s World Singing?  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Matthew 11:28-30) 
Leader: Brothers and sisters, boys and girls— 
People: Come and worship! 
 

Leader: Even if you’re tired and worn out— 
People: Come and worship! 
 

Leader: Lay down the heavy things you are carrying— 
People: Come and worship! 
 

Leader: Listen to what Jesus wants to tell you— 
People: Come and worship! 
 

Leader: See if you can discover how Jesus wants to use you— 
People: Come and worship! 
 

Leader: For Jesus is humble and gentle, and he will give us everything we need to follow him. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 447                           Lead On, O King Eternal 
           
CALL TO CONFESSION 
Let us put aside the arrogance of our religion and have confidence in God. 
(Pause—because arrogance takes a moment to put aside) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  
O Lord… 
We count on your mercy, yet expect you to punish the wicked.  We serve you in faith, but when others don’t, we 
forget the joy of doing your work.  We pout in our prosperity when you distribute your generosity so…“unjustly.” 
Forgive us, Lord, for the sins we know in our hearts.  Save us, Lord, from the sins we hide (Pause for reflection and 
meditation).  Amen.  
  

Jesus said, “Why do you look at the speck of dust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own 
eye?”  Most of us are too quick to judge others.  Jesus wants us to concentrate more on our own lives and bring them into 
harmony with his. (Matthew 7:3) 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  Jesus Christ, the only son of 
our Heavenly Father, comes so that we might know God’s mercy.  He suffered and died paying the wages of our sin.  Our 
sins are forgiven.  We have been graciously granted the privilege of believing in Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may live our lives in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  In the name of Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
ANTHEM                                                     My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less                                         arr. John Ferguson              
 
THE READING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE            Matthew 13:24-30         
 

 Leader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                                           He Only Saw the Negative                                      Rev. Dr. Olin McBride                                
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                                                The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:  Who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                         
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.    
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Giving is not a casual act— it relates God’s work to our work.  Peter writes: “as each has received a gift, employ it for one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace, that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”  Let us give as people 
whose work is inextricably linked to God’s great works of creation, redemption, and empowerment. 
 
OFFERTORY                                               Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee                                   arr. Emma Lou Diemer 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Based on Matthew 14:22-33) 
Gracious God, You call us to let go of the things we cling to and step out in faith, trusting in your love and provision.  Give 
us courage to step out boldly, and sufficient faith to follow without fear.  Take our lives and our gifts.  Use them to 
accomplish more than we could possibly imagine so that, through us, your kingdom might come and your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
May you trust in God’s promises to his people: peace, security, blessing even when they are difficult to believe.  May you 
know that God’s news is good news, nourishing, true even when people tell you it is not.  And when you encounter doubt, 
may you strengthen your belief, guiding you in his perfect wisdom and counsel.  
 
POSTLUDE                                                        Rondeau from “Abdelazer”                                                   Henry Purcell                         
 
The Flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of God and in memory of Bill and Wade Young, by Sarah and 
Rachel Young. 
 



 
TV Broadcast of the Service is the following week on Christian Network Television at 9:00 a.m. Sunday; and at 8:00 p.m. 
Monday on Channel 4 Comcast, Channel 49 Dish and antennae, and Channel 20 MaxSouth.  Service is also streaming on 
YouTube.com.   firstprestupelo.org 
 
PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK 
Cancer Treatments:  Judy Armentrout, Aimee McDonald Burrow, Bill Deas, Julie Seiler  
Homebound:  Claudia Neelly, Sarah Parker, Joe Sheffield 
College Students:  George Seiler, Henry Seiler, Ivy Wells 
 
Olin’s sermons, beginning with  March 15th sermon (first Sunday of online worship) through April 12th (Easter Sunday) 
are now available to be mailed to anyone desiring a copy.  Simply call church office to make a request.  
 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Weekly Budget $16,960                                       YTD Budgeted Income $514,466 
YTD Income Received $564,244                         Amount Received 7/19/20 $12,343 
 
Ending June year-end income is $540,396 and expense is $401,839.  Thank you all for your support during this time of 
Covid-19.  
 
We delivered 45 cases of water for Tupelo’s homeless assistance program this past Thursday.  Pictured with Olin and 
Emma are Robert Lukes and Ethan Nolan with Mississippi United to End Homelessness. Thanks to everyone who made 
this huge water delivery possible. 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 


