
The greatest disease in the West today is not TB or leprosy; it is being unwanted, 

unloved, and uncared for. We can cure physical diseases with medicine, but the only 

cure for loneliness, despair, and hopelessness is love. There are many in the world who 

are dying for a piece of bread, but there are many more dying for a little love. The 

poverty in the West is a different kind of poverty—it is not only a poverty of loneliness 

but also of spirituality. There’s a hunger for love, as there is a hunger for God. 

           —Mother Teresa 

     Morning Worship Service 
 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 20, 2019                                                                         8:30 & 11:00 A.M.       
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

WELCOME, CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS OF THE CHURCH 

 

A TIME FOR STEWARDSHIP                                                  Jean Magee 

  

PRELUDE                The Heavens Declare the Glory of God   Benedetto Marcello 
 

INTROIT                     God So Loved the World                          John Stainer  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                          (inspired by Ephesians 2:19-22) 

Leader:   We come to God this day, the One who names each of us as a beloved 

Child. 

People: Here in these moments together, we would recognize God dwelling 

in us. 
 

Leader: We come to Christ this day, the One whose love is the bedrock of our 

lives. 

People: Here in this place of glory and grace, we would understand the One 

who calls us to faith. 

 

Leader: We come to the Spirit this day, the One who would calm our fears with 

peace and hope. 

People: Here with those who are our sisters and brothers, we would seize the 

opportunities to serve. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 376                              Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader:    We continue to believe that we must earn our way into God's heart. But  

God's grace is given to each of us, for all of us, freely, unconditionally, 

always. Let us open our lives to this mercy as we pray saying, 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                 (based on 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a) 

Leader:    Lord, Your word says love is patient and kind. 

People:    But we confess the times when we have been impatient and unkind. 

  

Leader: Your word tells us that love does not envy, that it does not boast, and that 

it is not proud. 

People:   But we confess that sometimes we have been envious, and boastful,        

   and proud. 

  

Leader:   Your word says that love is not rude, and that it is not self-seeking, 

People:   But we confess that in many ways we have been inconsiderate those   

   around us, thinking only of ourselves. 

Leader:   Your word tells us that love is not easily angered, and that it keeps no   

                record of wrongs. 

People:   But we confess how quickly we fly off the handle, and how carefully  

   we keep score when we have been wronged. 

 

Leader:   Your word says that love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth, that it always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 

All: Help us, Lord, not to take pleasure in what is evil, but to always 

rejoice in the truth of Your love. Protect us with Your love, Lord, 

and help us to choose the way of trusting You, putting our hope in 

You, and persevering in Your ways, knowing that love never fails, 

and that You never fail. (Pause for reflection and self-examination) 

Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: God's Spirit is upon us: the Spirit of forgiveness, the Spirit of grace, the 

Spirit of oneness. Today, and in all the days to come, God's Spirit is with 

us. 

People: Thanks be to the One who is our joy and our strength. Amen. 
 

*RESPONSE – No. 579                “Gloria Patri”  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

COMMISSIONING OF CUBA MISSION TEAM  

Leader:  In accepting the charge to be a member of this Cuba Mission Team, have                   

you been persuaded by the love of God and a sincere desire to promote God's glory 

in the gospel for Jesus Christ?  

Team members:  I have been so persuaded.  

Leader:  Do you accept this task, pledging your faithfulness in service and opening 

your heart for the enrichment which others may share with you?  

Team members:  I do so pledge.  
Leader:  Do you commit yourself as a partner in obedience to the Christ of the one 

church and with other Christians, confident that we are all sisters and brothers of 

the One Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?  

Team members:  I do so commit myself. 

Leader:  In humble reliance upon divine grace, do you promise to be faithful and 

diligent in all you do, to be an example of Christian love, and to serve in hearty 

cooperation with your colleagues in mission and ministry?  

Team members:  I do so promise relying on God's grace.  

Leader: Members of this church, will you open your hearts to the ministry of this 

team and pray for them as servants of Christ?  

Congregation:  Yes, we will with God's help. 
 

ANTHEM (11:00)         How Deep the Father's Love for Us    arr. Larry Shackley  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON          I Corinthians 13:1-13                         (NT) pg. 175 

                                                   

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

SERMON                                Is There Any Love?            Rev. Dr. Olin McBride 

 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION No. 304                                              Jesus Loves Me  

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                           The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord:  Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen.             

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                         

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING OF SUBSTANCE AND LIFE 

 

OFFERTORY                        O God, Thou Faithful God                        Max Reger 

 

*DOXOLOGY—No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Gracious God, we give you our money, cold and hard, or crisp and easily blown 

away. We ask your blessing, O God on these gifts that they may be transformed by 

their use. No longer cold, but the warm smile of friendship, the warmth of a power 

bill paid or a coat purchased. No longer hard, but the loving acceptance of a wise 

counsellor and the kindness of a helping hand. No longer crisp, but the tears of 

happiness on the face of a child and the mellowness of good food and company 

shared. No longer easily blown away, but lasting, unchanging, always there like 

your love for all your creation. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN No. 359                                     More Love to Thee, O Christ  

   
*BENEDICTION  

  

*POSTLUDE                                 Agincourt Hymn                         John Dunstable 

 

*Congregation Standing—as able  

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Are you looking for a church home?  After worship, an elder will stand at the 

baptismal font at the front of the sanctuary to provide information.  

 

Ritual of Friendship—Members and Visitors:  Please sign the black attendance 

register every Sunday and pass it down your pew.  Please read the names, greet one 

another, and meet new members and visitors. 

 

Leading the Worship Service:  8:30—Melissa McDuffie, 11:00—Rev. Dr. Olin 

McBride Liturgist: 8:30—Joey McDuffie; 11:00—Andy Crotwell; Dr. Bob 

Taylor; Dr. Ray Harris 



Elder at the front of the sanctuary: 8:30—Virginia Toliver; 11:00—Kristi 

Hillhouse 

Greeting:  Bill & Lucy Hilbun 

Ushers:  8:30—Pete & Kathy McMurry; 11:00—Grayson & Bess Robbins 
 

The Flowers are placed in the sanctuary today to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Bennie Faye & Jessie Everett and Girdelle & W. W. Dent by George 

and Wanda Dent. 
 

The Rosebud in the chancel this morning celebrates the birth of Sophie Frances 

Stubbs, who was born October 11, 2019, to Sara Frances and Vandy Stubbs in West 

Point, MS.  Proud grandparents are Mary and Buddy Stubbs, and aunt is Frances 

Erin Stubbs. 
 

Nursery Care is available for newborns through 4-year-olds. Please ask an usher 

for directions to the nursery if you are visiting for the first time.  
 

After the children's sermon, pre-kindergarteners through second graders are 

invited to attend "Wee Kirk" with Heather Crotwell in our Extended Session room  

(very end of hall from nursery).  This is a time of age appropriate lessons, songs, 

and games intended to prepare our children to fully participate in worship.  

However, all children are welcome in worship!  If you excuse yourself and your 

child, you can hear the service over speakers in McFadden Hall (directly behind 

the Sanctuary). 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

As a courtesy to those around you, kindly turn off or silence cell phones and 

personal communication devices.  
 

TV Broadcast of the service is the following week on Christian Network 

Television at 9:00 a.m. Sunday; and at 8:00 p.m. Monday on Channel 4 Comcast, 

Channel 49 Dish and antennae, and Channel 20 MaxSouth.  Service is live 

streaming on youtube.com.  Search first pres tupelo. 
 

Large print bulletins and hymnals are available from the ushers.  They also 

have devices to amplify the service. 
 

PRAYERS FOR THIS WEEK 

Cancer Treatments:  Judy Armentrout, Aimee McDonald Burrow, Julie Seiler  

Homebound:  Claudia Neelly, Sarah Parker, Joe Sheffield 

College Students:  Patrick Hastings, Amanda Hillhouse, Carli Hillhouse 

(Homebound and college students are listed each week on a rotation from our 

complete list.) 
 

We care about you as we care about each other.  If you would like to submit a 

prayer request, you may use the blue cards in the pews or in McFadden Hall, and 

our pastoral staff and prayer partners will pray for you. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

It’s Operation Christmas Child time again! Please stop by our table in the 

breezeway on Sunday mornings or outside the kitchen on Wednesday nights to pick 

up your boxes. Fill them and return them by Sunday, November 10.  Contact Mitzi 

Moore (662-401-7844) or Mary Stubbs (662-231-5675) for more information.  
 

Pictorial Directory photo sessions are scheduled for November 25-26.  
Schedule your appointment online at this address: https://booknow-

lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b1xyrtj8/. 
 

Trunk or Treat October 31, 2019—We need 15 decorated FPC trunks to 

participate and volunteers to prepare popcorn  and hot chocolate. Several  

candy collection bins are located throughout the church.  Contact Lucy Nash at 

LPNASH@aol.com or 662-687-1940.  
 

Cuba Water Mission team has collection bins in the breezeway for the 

following items: black pepper, small bottles of hot sauce, small pouches of tuna, 

chicken, or Spam, cough drops, 81 mg. aspirin, children’s Tylenol, children’s 

cough syrup, aspirin, Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Zyrtec/Claritin, calcium, adult and 

children’s vitamins. Please have items donated by October 20.  
 

Austria/Germany 2020 trip alert!  There is one space available for this exciting 

trip!  Call the church office for more information. 
 

Each week, our visitors are given a welcome gift that includes a First 

Presbyterian Church mug.  If you would like to purchase one of these mugs, the 

Congregational Care Committee will be selling them today in the Breezeway. The 

mugs are $8 each.  
 

Olin’s Walk Through the Bible series update:  Sunday’s class will be on 

Session 20 this week.  Monday’s class will be on Session 21. 
 

Join your FPC friends and our visitors each Wednesday night for a wonderful 

supper and program!  This week’s menu: Baked Cheese Italian Spaghetti, Chicken 

Tenders, Green Beans, Corn on the Cob, Corn Spoon Bread, Tater Tots, Full Salad 

Bar, Fresh Fruit, Homemade Rolls, Peach Cobbler, Banana Pudding, Lemon 

Icebox Pie, Chocolate Pie, Chocolate Chunk Cookies, and Ice Cream. 

 

The Session 

Clerk of the Session, Cindy Faucette 
 

 Class of 2020  Class of 2021  Class of 2022 

 Travis Abney  Mark Burleson  Steve Bryson 

 David Carlisle Sally Kate Collins Anne Marie Littrell 

 Vivian Fleming Ann Godwin  Mary Pace 

 Julie Gibens  Richard Hastings Drew Robertson 

 Toni Martin  Kristi Hillhouse  Buddy Stubbs 

 Rud Robison  Glenn Thomas  Virginia Toliver 

 Chris Rogers  Joel Zimmerman David Williams 
 

            First Presbyterian Church Staff 

               Rev. Dr. Olin McBride, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Ron Richardson, Parish Associate for Pastoral Care 

Melissa McDuffie, Interim Youth Director 

Heather Crotwell, Children’s Church Director 

Dr. Bob Taylor, Director of Music 

Dr. Ray Harris, Organist 

Danielle Frerer Ratliff, Director of Elementary and Youth Choirs 

Nannette Comer, Church Librarian 

Margaret Anne Murphey, Music Librarian 

Helen Reed Curtis, Church Secretary 

Kay Stanford, Financial Secretary 

Sunny Waters, Director of Preschool 

Eddie Baker, Maintenance Superintendent 

Joyce Richardson, Housekeeper 

Rev. M. McCoy Franklin, Pastor Emeritus 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY      Worship   8:30—41   11:00—142 

 

     Weekly Budget  $16,901                             Amount Received 10/13/19  $5,756 

     YTD Budgeted Income  $732,497               YTD Income Received  $651,868 

 

    

 
First Presbyterian 

Church 
400 Jefferson Street 
Tupelo, Mississippi  

662.842.5681 
Fax 662.842.1696 

Visit us online. www.firstprestupelo.org 
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